The 


Lutheran 


tness 


W 


The Lutheran Witness 
Vol. 77, No. 1 January 14, 1958 


Contents 
News of the Church in the World 3 
He Does Not Forget i 


By Harry G. Coiner 
Concordia Seminary 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Hong Kong Opened My Eyes 8 
By Lambert Brose 


Armed Services Commission 
Washington, D.C. 


WITNESS Comment 10 
Loose Leaves 11 
Valparaiso University 12 
Your Synod 14 
The Prophets 16 
Our Lutheran Worship 16 
What’s the Answer? 1, 
Walther League 18 
Pro and Con 19 
Let’s Investigate! 20 
Books 21 
Deaths, Notices 22 
Letters 23 


Photo Credits: 1— United Press Photo; 3 — 
Frank D. Mallett; 6— Racine Journal-Times 
(center, left); 8—JInternational News Photo 
(bottom, left); United Press Photos (bottom, cen- 
ter and right); 9— Wide World Photos (top, 
right); 17 — Black Star; 18 — Werner. 


The Lutheran Witness 


Official Organ of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


Direct all correspondence on business matters 
and changes of address of subscribers to Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St.Louis 18, Mo. Changes cannot be 
made without the old address as well as the 
new. If possible, please send address stencil 
impression from a recent issue, and note 
postal zone number for new address if city 
requires it. Three weeks’ notice required. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler, Editor 
Martin W. Mueller, Managing Editor 
Harriet E. Schwenk, Editorial Assistant 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS 


Arthur W. Klinck Alfred von Rohr Sauer 

Otto E. Sohn Reuben C. Baerwald 

Albert W. Galen Lewis C. Niemoeller 
John M. Runge 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Elmer A. Kettner Alfred P. Klausler 
Elmer F,. Kraemer Mabel Warnke 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


Lewis W. Spitz, chairman; Erwin L. Lueker, 
secretary; Paul W. Lange; Louis P. Lochner; 
Omar Stuenkel; Leon Wengert; Roland Wie- 
deraenders. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
January 14, 1958, Vol. LXXVII, No. 1 


Published biweekly by Concordia Publishing 
House, O. A. Dorn, General Manager, 3558 
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. Subscrip- 
tion: $1.75 a year, strictly in advance. Entered 
as second-class matter at the Post Office at 
St. Louis, Mo., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of post- 
age provided for in Section 1103, Act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 5, 1918. 


PRINTED IN U. S. A. 


{fter Seven Christmases in Hong Kong 


Miss Lorraine Behling, missionary 
teacher in Hong Kong, sent the follow- 
ing letter to WITNESS readers: 


Because of your prayers, your gifts, 
your love and interest, thousands of 
the Chinese people here in Hong Kong 
have also seen and do also testify that 
God sent Jesus to be the Savior of the 
world. 


This is the seventh Christmas that 
our church has celebrated in Hong 
Kong. Little did we dream when we 
arrived here as refugees from China in 
December 1949 that in eight years we 
would see 15 chapels in Hong Kong, 
seven schools including a high school, 
and thousands of baptized Christians. 


Mission of the School 


Our new 20-room primary school 
and high school was dedicated De- 
cember 8. Five years ago we started 
this high school with only one class 
in temporary, rented quarters in one 
of our chapels. During these five years 
the enrollment has grown from 30 pu- 
pils to more than 200. 


We have been planning and dream- 
ing of our new building all these years. 
Now it is a reality. What a time of 
joy this is to see finally the hundreds 
of primary and high school children 
singing praises daily to the Christ 
Child! Our school children all hear 
Bible stories and have Catechism in- 
struction every day. The teachers — all 
Christians and almost all members of 
our church — regularly visit the homes 
of the school children and try to win 
the parents also. 


This school stands as a symbol of 
your faith and love as expressed in 
your gifts for missions. God has done 
wonderful things for us here in Hong 


Kong, and we are convinced that under 
His blessings the thousands of children 
who will be coming here during the 
years will become strong Christian per- 
sonalities in the community and will 
be the pillars in a strong, indigenous 
Lutheran church here. 


500 Instructed at One Chapel 


Three new chapels have been opened 
here this year. Hundreds of people are 
being instructed. At Saviour Chapel 
[see page 9] there are more than 500 
being instructed for Baptism and con- 
firmation. Think of it! Five hundred 
being instructed in one chapel! This 
chapel is in the heart of the biggest 
concentration of population of the 
world, in Shumshuipo, Kowloon. The 
Mission Board has allocated $125,000 
for an adequate building here. For this 
we especially thank God at Christmas. 


Your Prayers Help 


We ask your fervent prayers for the 
church and the new Christians here. 
It is true that thousands are confessing 
Christ, but many are also very weak 
and daily face the problems and temp- 
tations of poverty, sickness, unemploy- 
ment, ridicule of family and friends, 
jealousy, hate, pride. These Christians 
need your constant prayers for their 
faithfulness and growth. Stand behind 
them! Stand behind your missionaries! 

Thank you all sincerely for the beau- 
tiful Christmas cards, the gifts, the love 
and interest and prayers of these past 
seven years. God bless you all and 
make you a blessing to the world! 


In the Savior’s name, 


LORRAINE BEHLING 


11-A Peony Road 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 


"At the Gate of the Year © 


I said to the man 

At the gate of the year: 
“What light canst thou lend 
To those entering here? 

I never have traveled 

This pathway before; 


Thy help and thy counsel 
I humbly implore. 

How can I discover 
What lieth ahead, 

That I may walk safely 
Wherever I tread?” 


The man at the gate, 
Turning kindly to me, 
Spoke words of assurance 
That answered my plea: 
“The way that seems dark 
Can be cheerfully trod 
By putting thy trust 

In the guidance of God. 
He goeth before thee, 
He knoweth the way; 
Just follow His counsel 
From day unto day.” 


— W. M. CZAMANSKE in the Western District Voice 
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TORNADO DESTROYS THREE LUTHERAN HOMES 
IN ILLINOIS; MEMBERS UNHURT 


“A tornado’s coming,” called a neigh- 
bor to Rev. Harvey D. Lange, who was 
instructing a confirmation class in Faith 
Lutheran Church, Mount Vernon, IIl. 
‘The class rushed immediately to the 
church basement. The tornado cut a 
swath 100 yards south of the church. 


Three members lost their homes — 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Beasley, Mr. and 
- Mrs. Walter Ingram, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Davison. Although homes of 

eight other Lutheran families were also 
damaged, no Lutheran in Mount Ver- 

non was seriously injured. The tornado 
was one of several which struck south- 

ern Illinois and Missouri, causing a 
_ total of 14 deaths and 250 injured. 


Mrs. Beasley, a Brownie “den 
“mother,” her daughter, Sandra, 8, and 
Joe, 11, were entertaining seven 


Brownies at a Christmas party in the 
basement of the new home which Mr. 
Beasley, a carpenter, had finished only 
_ six months ago. 
_ Hearing the alert, the group huddled 
under a table in the basement. The tor- 
_nado ripped the entire house from its 
foundation and scattered walls and 
furnishings a quarter of a mile. 
“God’s protection rested on that 
_ group of ten in the Beasley basement,” 
Pastor Lange told the WITNEss. “No 
one was hurt.” 
Mrs. Ingram took her two months’ 
old baby Kyle Kris down to the base- 
_ ment of their home when she heard 
the alert. The Ingram house was 
_ knocked 10 feet off its foundation. 
“It’s a miracle,” 14-year-old Terry 
Ingram shouted to Pastor Lange as 
he approached the house after the 
- funnel had left the town a shambles. 


Only two cinder blocks of the foun- 
dation of the Ingram home remained — 
the two foundation blocks directly 
“above the chair where Mrs. Ingram sat 
with her body curved over the baby in 
protection. “No telling what would 
have happened if those blocks had fal- 
len,” Pastor Lange said. 

Gratitude for life was the immedi- 
ate reaction of members whose houses 
were ruined. While Mr. Beasley lost 
his new home, he said, “Now I can 
work for my family, who were unhurt, 
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and can work with the tools, stored 
in the basement and not lost.” 

During the seven days following the 
tornado, when members of Faith 
Church planned for Christmas, they 
added to their sentences, “. . . if God 
wills. . 2.” 

In Murphysboro, Ill., where 10 were 
killed and 200 injured, Rev. W. Theo- 
phil Janzow of Immanuel Church re- 
ported that no member suffered bodily 
injury and that property damage to 
homes of Lutherans was slight. com- 
pared with the more serious loss of 
about 50 completely demolished homes 
in the town. The main brunt of the 
tornado in Murphysboro struck about 
10 blocks from Immanuel. 


LLL Chrctnas Broadcast 
Enters Iron Curtain 


Among the Iron Curtain radio sta- 
tions which broadcast the Lutheran 
Hour Christmas program for the Lu- 
theran Laymen’s League were Hun- 
garys Radio Budapest-Magyar; the 
Polish Radio Network in Warsaw and 
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11 affiliated stations; the Czechoslova- 
kia Network originating in Prague and 
Bratislava; the Deutscher Demokrati- 
scher Rundfunk in East Germany, and 
Bulgaria’s two government transmitters 
Sophia One and Sofia Two. 


The special Christmas program 
“Dawn of a New Day,” based on the 
survey tour of Africa made last sum- 
mer by Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, di- 
rector of Lutheran Hour overseas oper- 
ations, simulated an African travelogue 
and featured Christmas songs recorded 
on location in Africa. Networks and 
stations in 12 African countries re- 
leased the program. 


Heard over most of the major gov- 
ernment-controlled and commercial 
networks throughout the free world, 
the Christmas program marked the first 
time “Bringing Christ to the Nations” 
was beamed to Roman Catholic Spain 
and Portugal. 


Other networks that broadcast the 
Christmas program were NBC in the 
U. S., the Armed Forces Radio Service, 
Radio-diffusion Francaise, Belgian Ra- 
dio, Swiss Broadcasting Corporation, 
Sender Freies Berlin, Korea Bureau of 
Radio Broadcasting Control, Broad- 
casting Corporation of China (For- 
mosa), and Japanese National Net- 
work. 


COUNTIES, L.1., N.Y.,-met with 70 pastors, elementary school principals, 
teachers, and laymen from 18 churches in the counties, to plan a school for the 
area. L.-r.: Edwin Jiede, principal, Mineola; Rev. Edward H. Stammel, Hicks- 
ville; Theodore Hoffmann, president of Trinity School Board, Hicksville; Rev. 
Rudolph P. F. Ressmeyer, Seaford; and Rev. John C. Hinsch, Plainview. 
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New Statue of Luther 
Unveiled in Budapest 


A new statue of Martin Luther was 
unveiled in Budapest, Hungary, ac- 
cording to National Lutheran Council 
reports from Geneva. 

Bishop Lajos Ordass, head of ,the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church, officiated 
at the unveiling ceremony on Refor- 
mation Day. 

The statue now stands in the court- 
yard of the Lutheran community house 
on Deak-Ter-Square, although reports 
indicate church officials hope eventually 
to move the monument to a spot in 
front of the Lutheran Church on the 
Square. 

While the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church had originally decided to erect 
the monument before World War I, it 
was not until the early 1940's that the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church commis- 
sioned Elek Lux, Hungarian sculptor, 
to execute the statue. 

The figure was completed in 1944, 
but “war and the general situation of 
the church” made it impossible to erect 
the statue earlier, the report said. 


Lutheran Volunteers 


For IGY Chaplaincy 


Chaplain Alfred R. Saeger, Jr., of 
the Missouri Synod has volunteered to 
replace Navy Chaplain (Lt. Comdr.) 
Paul W. Reigner, Protestant Chaplain 
for the Deep Freeze II expedition at 
Antarctica, who suffered serious burns 
in a helicopter crash on his arrival 
at Antarctica to serve as Protestant 
chaplain during the International Geo- 
physical Year. 

At ‘his request, Concordia. Publish- 
ing House supplied 125 copies of Por- 
tals of Prayer for the men at the seven 
Antarctic stations manned by Ameri- 
can naval and scientific personnel. 

Chaplain Reigner was flown. to 
Christchurch, New Zealand, for pre- 
liminary hospitalization for severe 
burns of the face, hands, and legs when 
the helicopter crashed on the deck of 
the USS Atka because of the failure of 
a tie-down cable to release. He will be 
transferred to Trippler Hospital, Ha- 
waii, for further treatment. 

The injured chaplain insisted on con- 
ducting his first and last service in the 
small chapel at McMurdo, Antarctica. 
Lying on a litter, the bandaged chap- 
lain told his 100-man congregation of 
his regret that he could not remain. 
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Chaplain Saeger, 34, expected to be 
flown to Antarctica this month, was 
graduated from the St. Louis seminary 
in 1949, taught at Lutheran High 
School, St. Louis, 1950, and entered 
the Navy chaplaincy.in 1951. 


HAWAII PTR: Miss Eleanor Feucht, 
teacher at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Wahiawa, helped with mission. An- 
other member of the congregation 
brought her baby to each PTR training 
session and carried the child on visita- 
tions rather than excuse herself from 
making calls. 


Ukrainian Refugee, 90, 
Reaches U. S. 


Mrs. Christine Heinzelmann, 90-year- 
old grandmother, who survived 11 years 
of imprisonment in Siberia, was the 
first refugee admitted to the U. S. on 
a nonquota visa under legislation 
passed by Congress last September. 

Arriving by plane, December 7, Mrs. 
Heinzelmann was reunited with her 
daughter, Mrs. Florentine Rudnitzky of 


Philadelphia, the mother’s only surviv- ° 


ing child to gain freedom from the 
Communists. The husband and father, 
two sons, and two other daughters 
vanished after deportation to Siberia. 

In November 1956 the Russians re- 
leased Mrs. Heinzelmann from prison 
and allowed her to return to Germany. 

The daughter, eager to be reunited 
with her mother, enlisted the aid of 
her pastor, Rev. Ernst Schmidt of 
Tabor Lutheran Church, Philadelphia 
(ULCA), who sought help through the 
Lutheran Refugee Service (joint agency 
of the National Lutheran Council and 
the Missouri Synod) and offices abroad 
of the Lutheran World Federation. 
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Last September, Congress enacted 
a law by which 18,000 nonquota visas 
(authorized under the Refugee Relief 
Act of 1953, but unused when the Act 
expired) were made available to bona 
fide refugee-escapees who had fled be- 


cause of racial, religious, or political — 


persecution. Mrs. Heinzelmann quali- 
fied as an ethnic German and was given 
the first of these visas. 

Because of her advanced age, her 
case received special consideration by 
the U. S. Government, which speeded 


up the usually slow immigration — 
process. 
Born in Romania, Mrs. Heinzel- 


mann and her husband settled in the 
Ukraine after their marriage in 1895. 

The Russians expropriated all of the 
Heinzelmann family’s possessions in 
1929. In 1937 a son and two daugh- 
ters were deported to Siberia; a second 
son, who soon followed them into 
exile, was later officially reported dead. 
No word was ever heard of the others. 

The remaining Heinzelmann daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Rudnitzky, had married. Her 
husband died before World War II. 
With a son and two daughters she es- 
caped the Russians and arrived at a 
refugee camp in lower Bavaria. 

She and a son came to the U. S. 
under the auspices of the former Lu- 
theran Resettlement Service. 

Two grown daughters of Mrs. Rud- 
nitzky emigrated to Brazil. Recently 
they obtained visas to settle in the 
U.S. 


Hindu Leader Praises 
Christian Work 


“The consensus in India has been, 
and is, opposed to drawing up a bill of 
indictment against missionaries,” said 


Dr. A. Krishnaswamy, member of the — 


Indian parliament in Madras. 

He took exception to the findings 
published last year by an official com- 
mission of the Madhya Pradesh state 
government, which recommended that 
foreign missionaries engaged primarily 
in proselytizing be withdrawn from the 
country. 

_The commission had charged that 
missionary work was not prompted by 
strictly spiritual motives. 

Dr. Krishnaswamy praised the hu- 
manitarian and educational work of 
Christian missionaries in India and 
branded as “unproved” charges that 


they use improper pressure to win con- 
verts. 
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‘Missionary Otten Gets 
Welcome in India 


When Missionary Henry Otten re- 
turned to his mission station in Wan- 
doo, India, practically the entire Mo- 
hammedan town assembled to welcome 
him. 

_ This welcome was a testimony to the 
esteem in which the Mohammedans 
hold him and his family. 

On his furlough, Pastor Otten: lec- 
tured to about 150 congregations in the 
United States and took graduate courses 
at the St. Louis seminary. 


_ Episcopalians Seek 
$30,000,000 Fund 


A special committee of the Protes- 
‘tant Episcopal Church reported their 
plans for a minimum of $3,000,000 a 
year for the next 10 years to meet 
capital needs. 

The report was presented to the 
denomination’s National Council at a 
meeting in Greenwich, Conn., last 
month. The money is needed, the com- 

mittee stated, to help church expansion 
through loans and grants in the U.S. 
and overseas. 
_ The 1958 General Convention, meet- 
ing at Miami Beach in October, will be 
‘asked to approve the fund over and 
above the regular triennial budget. 

The council also heard preliminary 
plans for a new pictorial magazine 
aimed to bring news of the church’s life 

and work to every Episcopal family. 
_ The proposed publication would not 
replace the present three major inde- 
pendent Episcopal magazines, although 
“it would be a successor to Forth, official 
National Council publication, to reach 
a wider family audience. 


_ New Department Added: 
_ Books for Children 


The December 3 issue of the WIT- 

NEss began publishing reviews of books 

for children. The reviews will continue 
in future issues. 

“Childhood lasts only a little time, 
and books are a very important part of 
childhood; therefore it is essential that 
those books should be the best,” is 
the subtitle on a recent Concordia 
Publishing House “Books for Children” 
bulletin. 

The bulletin contains the best in cur- 
rent children’s literature, selected by a 
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committee of Synod’s Young People’s 
Literature Board’ and reviewed by this 
committee. 

Members of the reviewing group are: 
John Choitz, Palmer Czamanske, Re- 
nata Koschmann, John Klit, Jack Mid- 
dendorf, E. H. Ruprecht, and: Adalbert 
Stellhorn. 

The Bulletin of the Children’s Book 
Center of the U. of Chicago has granted 
the privilege of reprinting some of its 
reviews. Synod’s board . gratefully ac- 
knowledges this courtesy, with special 
credit to Miss Mary Eakin, librarian of 
the Children’s Book Center. 

The new program of Books for Chil- 
dren has been endorsed by the Lu- 
theran Education Association and the 
National Parent-Teachers League. 


A series of 
doctrinal articles on 


THE LAST THINGS 


will begin in the 


next issue of 


THE 
LUTHERAN WITNESS . 


Polish Communists 
To Keep Believers 


“For the time being” Poland’s United 
Workers (Communist) Party will per- 
mit religious believers to remain mem- 
bers if they support Party “policies and 
principles.” 

In November, Party officials had de- 
clared that “all ardent clericalists and 
organizers of church activities” would 
be included in a purge of “unreliable 
elements” from the Party. 

Trybuna Ludu, Communist Party 
organ, this month announced the modi- 
fied policy “in view of numerous queries 
from Party members in connection with 
the current purge of undesirable mem- 
bers and the tendency to expel all be- 
lievers.” 

The publication stated that while the 
party will “never give up its efforts to 
educate the Polish nation in the ma- 
terialistic, nonreligious spirit,” this is 
a “long-term” policy. “Uncomprising 
supporters of clericalism for whom the 
parish priest is the final authority” can- 
not be members. 
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NLC Introduces 
Service Book 


A joint Lutheran Service Book and 
Hymnal for the eight denominations 
that are members of the National Lu- 
theran Council was introduced Novem- 
ber 25 at a gathering in Chicago of 200 
Lutheran leaders in liturgics and church 
music. The volume, in preparation for 
12 years, is sponsored by NLC affiliates. 

The first edition of approximately 
635,000 copies will be off the presses 
in February. 

Dr. E.. BE. Ryden, secretary of the 
Hymnal Commission and editor of the 
Lutheran Companion, said at Chicago 
that only 153 hymns of the 602 in the 
book were common to the hymnals used 
during the past. 

The eight bodies co-operating in pro- 
ducing the hymnal are the American 
Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran 
Church, American Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Suomi Synod), Lutheran Free 
Church, United Lutheran Church in 
America, and United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church. 


Former Student Gives 
Million to Wittenberg 


Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio, received a $1,000,000 gift from 
Dr. Stanley Hanley, president of the 
Power Equipment Company of Galion 
and Columbus, and his wife. Previ- 
ously they gave the college $167,000. 

When Dr. Hanley was a student at 
Wittenberg, he borrowed $200 in order 
to continue his studies and receive his 
diploma 34 years ago. Dr. E. O. 
Weaver, now past 90 and _ professor 
emeritus of physics, arranged for the 
loan that enabled Hanley to graduate. 


LFC Merger Loses 


The Lutheran Free Church’s refer- 
endum on merger was defeated by 
15 votes, according to official results of 
the poll conducted among 348 congre- 
gations. The LFC secretary Rev. 
Forrest T. Monson made the announce- 
ment in Minneapolis. 

The vote was the second for the 
75,000-member denomination against 
the LFC’s participation in union nego- 
tiations between the Evangelical, Amer- 
ican, and United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. 


Bethel Congregation, Grandville (suburb of Grand Rapids), Mich., dedicated its new 
church in October. A chancel window depicts the crucifixion. Rev. Kenneth H. Ben- 


son is the pastor. 


Mrs. Walter Yaeger, a member of Trinity 
Church, Racine, gave a check for $1,095.03 
to Rev. Ernst J. C. Jehn for Trinity’s School 
Building Fund. Her “Hot Salmon Roll with 
Curry Sauce” won that amount — one of 
the top ten prizes — in a Quaker Oats con- 
test for Lenten dishes. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Leicht, 94 and 86, 
celebrated their 70th wedding anni- 
versary in Rome, N. Y. They were 
married on December 3, 1887, in 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, where 
they have worshiped for seven dec- 
ades.. Mr. Leicht was a carpenter and 
builder for 60 years. 


At Ulm, Ark., 75-year-old Zion Congregation dedicated a new church costing 


$60,000, in October. Construction is of cinder block with brick ven 


is Rey. Erwin Moehring. 


eer. The pastor 


The Cover. Pachinko is the Japa- 
nese version of the pinball machine. 
People in Japan play the game by the 
hour. If they win, candy and cigarettes 
are the payoff. The picture shows a 
young Tokyo mother playing pachinko 
while her baby looks as if it will break 
its neck. Rev. Lambert Brose sent the 
picture to illustrate “the same ugly face 
of sin,” mentioned in his article “Hong 
Kong Opened My Eyes,” page 8. 


Symphony Soloist. Irma S. Hall of 
Capitol Drive Church, Milwaukee, was 
the guest piano soloist with the Roches- 
ter Symphony Orchestra last fall. She 
played Chopin’s F Minor Concerto, 


the English District WITNESS reported. — 


Biennial Conventions. A _prefer- 
ence for biennial rather than triennial 
conventions was expressed by the Joint 
Commission on Lutheran Unity, repre- 
senting the United Lutheran Church in 
America, Augustana Lutheran Church, 
Suomi Synod, and American Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church. Membership in 
secret societies was referred to the com- 
mittee for further study. 


Seven Countries. During Novem- 
ber, Lutheran World Relief sent 
7,670,370 pounds of food and clothing 
to needy people. Yugoslavia received 
5,740,000 pounds of flour and pow- 
dered milk; the remainder went to 
Germany, Hong Kong, India, Jordan, 
Korea, and Taiwan. The November 
shipments bring the total to some 
320,670,000 pounds of supplies valued 
in excess of $75,000,000 shipped over- 
seas by LWR in the last 11 years. 


Cow for New Guinea. The adult 
Bible class of Unity Lutheran Church, 
Bel-Nor, St. Louis County, has pur- 
chased a cow that will be shipped by 
air freight from Australia or the New 
Guinea coast to inland New Guinea. 
The cow will be part of a herd to pro- 
vide milk for the children of Synod’s 
missionaries and for the natives. 
Unity’s Bible class spends half of its 
funds for missionary projects. 


Annexed. The annexation of the 
Concordia Senior College area by the 
Fort Wayne City Council extends the 
city’s northern boundary one half mile. 


Moved. Christian Parent and My 
Chum, formerly published in Highland, 
Ill., moved early this month to 1 Penn 
Ave., Glen Ellyn, Ill. A new corpora- 


tion, known as Christian Family Pub- 


lications, will co-operate with the Scrip- 
ture Press Foundation of Wheaton in 
issuing the two magazines. Dr. Mar- 
tin P. Simon will continue as editor. 


hoe 


He Does Not Forget 


By Harry G. CoINER 


_ FEW PEOPLE COULD SURVIVE A WAR 
‘that pitted the total scientific strength 
of the free world against the total scien- 
tific strength of the Iron Curtain coun- 
‘tries. How would the survivors fare? 
How would they go about replenishing 
the earth and reconstructing civiliza- 
tion? 


Something similar — something per- 
‘haps even more catastrophic — oc- 
curred early in the history of mankind. 
‘The Flood destroyed every living sub- 
“Stance on the face of the ground, and 
“Noah only remained alive, and they 
that were with him in the ark.” 


Noah and his family had no assur- 
ance that it would not happen again. To 
make a new beginning, they needed 
some word or sign of hope that the 
Lord would not repeat the destruction 
He had visited upon the earth. 


_ God gave that word and sign. “I es- 
tablish My covenant with you and with 
your seed after you,” He said. 


“This is the token of the covenant 
which I make between Me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, 
for perpetual generations: I do, set My 
bow in the cloud, and it shall be for 

a token of a covenant between Me and 
_the earth. 


“And I will remember My covenant 

. . and the waters shall no more be- 
come a flood to destroy all flesh. And 
‘the bow shall be in the cloud, and I will 
look upon it, that I may remember 
‘the everlasting covenant between God 
-and every living creature of all flesh 
that is upon the earth.” 


Man Forgets 


~ The rainbow in the cloud comforted 
Noah. Whenever it rained, Noah would 
fix his gaze on the majestic arc in the 
heavens. God was keeping His cove- 
“nant, he knew. Through every down- 
pour blazed God’s rainbow to guaran- 
tee that the earth would not be 
destroyed again by water until Judg- 
ment Day. 


Life undoubtedly became quite nor- 
mal for Noah and his family. In re- 
suming ordinary interests, they prob- 
ably forgot that God had brought them 
through deep waters and mortal dan- 
gers. The sinful behavior reported in 
Genesis 9 points in that direction. 
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Human memory is short. The soldier 
who in a moment of peril promises his 
life to God may let his thankfulness 
wither and his good intentions die. The 
sick person who vows to honor God 
with the life He has spared may fall 
back into selfish ways. 


So Noah may have seen the rainbow 
in the heavens and experienced only 
a vague stirring of old memories. It 
is possible that he forgot the goodness 
and the faithfulness of God. 


God Remembers 


Whatever Noah may have done, God 
did not forget. That is important. The 
Scriptures speak as if God intended the 
rainbow to remind Himself as well. 
“I will look upon it and remember,” 
He said. 


The rainbow in the cloud was some- 
thing big enough for God to look at 
and remember. And what the rainbow 
meant to God was more momentous 
than what it meant to Noah. He might 
look and forget, but God would look 
and remember. 


Scripture speaks of man’s fickleness 
and forgetfulness. The Word speaks 
also of God’s remembrance. There was 
a time when His people said, “The 
Lord hath forsaken us, and our Lord 
hath forgotten us.” But God answered, 
“Can a woman forget her sucking 
child? .. . yea, they may forget, yet will 
I not forget thee.” (Is. 49:14, 15) 


New Testament Rainbow 


Today Christians live under a newer, 
more complete covenant of God. He 
has placed another sign across the sky 
— the cross on which His own Son sac- 
tificed His life. 


The rainbow was set in the heavens 
by the word of God’s power to reassure 
mankind that there would be no more 
world-destroying flood. The cross was 
raised on earth by the Word made flesh, 
who was Himself the Victim and the 
Priest, to stem the life-destroying flood 
of sin. The covenant of the cross was 
signed with the Savior’s blood. 


God says: “Look unto Me, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” 
In the arc of this promise the soul 
redeemed by Christ will not perish, but 
will be delivered for life eternal. 
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Frightening Signs? 


During 1958 we may see many man- 
made satellites spinning in outer space. 
We may view them as frightening signs 
of some uncertain doom. Shall the fact 
that men are flying their kites in the 
skies blind us to the covenant of God’s 
grace? Shall the cares and alarms of 
earthly life distract our thoughts from 
the purposes God is bringing to ful- 
fillment in Christ Jesus? 


Perhaps that is why the good news 
proclaimed to us in the house of God 
sometimes fails to penetrate beneath 
the surface, that Christ no longer com- 
mands the fervor of our worship and 
our glad obedience. God’s sign is still 
visible to us. We look, but we are 
not always touched and moved. 


God looks too, but He is moved by 
what He sees. He looks upon His 
church, the preaching of His Word, 
the Sacraments, and He remembers 
His covenant. These spiritual gifts may 
seem a small thing to us. Not to God. 
God looks and remembers that He has 
promised us a much better destiny than 
we could have imagined for ourselves. 


Summit of Grace 


This is the summit of God’s grace: 
He forgets us not but comes to us again 
and again in the means of grace. We 
may not hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness. We may not realize the dan- 
ger we are in. We may not always be 
aware that our souls could shrivel up 
— how debased our life could become! 
We cannot even imagine what unutter- 
able calamity could strike the earth if 
God were to relax His watchfulness 
or withdraw His grace. 


It is in His grace that in the year 
just begun we go our way, eat and sleep 
and work and play. And though we 
are blessed by a thought of His mercy, 
though we have occasion to give thanks 
and are given the grace of keeping His 
commandments, yet, being men, we 
shall not remember as we ought, and 
small indeed will be our praise. 


But God remembers! He forgets not 
the covenant of His grace but thinks 
upon us continually, looking upon the 
face of His Anointed in remembrance 
of His mercy and what we are by 
reason of Jesus Christ. 


THE PLANE TAXIED UP THE RUN- 
WAY — AND I STEPPED INTO A DIF- 
FERENT WORLD. 


All the strange sounds, sights, and 
smells of the Far East seemed to con- 
verge on me. 


The din was terrific. Rickshas 
brushed past, dangerously close. Small 
taxis came at me down the wrong side 
of the street. Weird Oriental music, 
sounding like a thousand juke boxes, 
grated on my ears. Over the shop fronts 
lining narrow streets blazed blood-red 
banners; their fiery color stung my 
eyes and made me Dlink. 

After 46 years of sheltered life in 
North America I landed in Hong Kong 
—and my eyes were opened. Opened 
to the strange, wonderful, terrible world 
of the Far East. 


“Blood-red banners hurt my eyes” 


Japanese 


“Along the Red China border.” Author, right, and Hong Kong 
policeman who guards approach of bridge leading to closed area 


Women Pull Plows 


The Far East is a man’s world. 


Chinese wives sweat as they row 
their husbands around the waters of 
Hong Kong in fishing sampans. Water 
folk live in thousands of junks and 
sampans hugging the harbor. 


In place of draft animals, Japan- 
ese women pull small plows in the rice 
paddies, the helpmeets guiding from 
the rear. It is not easy for Japanese 
girls to quarry heavy stones, but the 
young women seem to have no trouble 
carrying heavy slabs of rock on their 
heads. 


Some Tokyo spouses still walk re- 
spectfully behind their menfolk along 
the streets of what is now the world’s 
largest city. 

I have the feeling that someday there 
will be a vast social upheaval among 
the women of the Far East. This up- 
heaval is already in progress. 

I couldn’t help thinking how the 
Gospel of Christ has elevated woman 
in the Western world from a domestic 
functionary to a dignified daughter of 
the heavenly Father; a child of God 
with the opportunity to think, act, and 
work — to use the gifts God has given 
her to a full degree in building the 
Savior’s kingdom. 


waernen 
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By LAMBERT BROSE 


Along the Red China Border 


The Far East opened my eyes to the 
fact that I belong to a minority race. 

This was impressed upon me indel- 
ibly as I spent a day in backward vil- 
lages along the Red China border — 
without seeing another white person. 
That night in my hotel room I read in 
an almanac that there are almost two 
billion colored people in the world. 
And not quite one billion whites. 


I remembered the very long history 
of white domination in the Orient. 
About race supremacists in our own 
country. And I shuddered at the 
thought of some power-drunk Oriental 
war lord armed with nuclear missiles 
and seeking to unite the colored races 
of the world in a war against the whites. 

God give the 102 missionaries of the 
Missouri Synod —and all the other 
Christian missionaries in the Far East 
—the strength to preach the Gospel 
fast, day and night! 


Americans Not Universally Liked 


My eyes were opened —in Hong 
Kong and Okinawa and Japan — to the 
fact that Americans are not universally 
loved. ; 

Not that I felt ill-treated. Everywhere 
the people showed friendliness. But 


“The terrible poverty of the Far East’ 


r 


_ English-language dailies denounced 
_ America for continuing to test hydro- 
gen bombs (because of the danger of 
nuclear fallout) and the misdeeds of 
some of our troops. 


What an important role, I realized 
forcefully, our nation’s foreign policy 
' plays! Isolationism is indeed a luxury 
_ which the nation or our church can ill 
afford. 
yn Wages — $18 a Month 


* 


_ My eyes were opened to the terrible 
' poverty of the Far East. 


_ The national income in Japan aver- 
ages $18 a month. In the other coun- 
tries it’s less. 

_ The plight of the refugee masses 
spilling across the Red China border 
is. sickening. Synod’s missionaries 
_working among the refugees at the very 
doorstep of Communist China stand in 
the front line of our Christian armies. 


_ The work of Synod’s Board of World 
- Relief among the Hong Kong refugees 
and throughout the Far East reveals 
an amazing and wonderful story. 
It’s hard for a man to listen to the 
_ Gospel of Jesus Christ when his empty 
stomach cries so loud he can’t hear the 
_ preaching. Through the efforts of the 
Board of World Relief our mission- 
aries can allay somewhat the agonized 

cries of physical need so that the words 

‘of the Savior come through loud and 
mecicar. 

“They Act as Though 
They Didn’t See Us” 


My eyes were opened to the tremen- 
dous role, for good or bad, that our 
men and women in the Armed Forces 
are playing throughout these countries. 

_A friend of mine stationed in Japan 
told me while the two of us stood in 
a crowd of Japanese: “They may act as 

- though they didn’t see us, but they’re 
watching our every move.” 

_ The importance of the behavior of 

our GI’s cannot be exaggerated. Their 
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conduct has not always been all good 
since the end of World War II. 

But many GI’s, serving as excellent 
ambassadors of Christ and our nation, 
adopt orphans, assist in building Sun- 


- day schools and churches, and help 


countless Japanese families. 


The personal mission work of Chris- 
tian servicemen is most encouraging. In 
service centers and chapels throughout 
the area, GI’s from Detroit and To- 
ledo and St. Paul introduced me to 
nationals whom the Americans had 
brought to church for instruction, Bap- 
tism, and confirmation. 

The pieces of Christian literature 
sent to our service people by Synod’s 
Armed Services Commission each 
month — which they, in turn, handed 
over to the nationals — must run into 
millions. 

In holding up the arms of these mis- 
sionaries in uniform — the four or five 
thousand members of our Synod still 
stationed in the Far East — our chap- 
lains and military contact pastors do 
an outstanding job. 

Fellow service members in the Orient 
have big problems. Their problems de- 
mand big answers. These men seek the 
personal counsel of their pastors avidly. 
“Tell it to the chaplain” is no joke in 
the Far East. 


A Baby over Each Shoulder 


My eyes were opened —in Hong 
Kong and Japan, in Okinawa and the 
Philippines — to the contrasts between 
the Eastern and the Western world. 
Walking through the streets of these 
Oriental cities and villages was like 
walking in a daze. I saw Chinese women 
carrying two babies, one slung across 
each shoulder — and two huge loads of 
firewood besides. 

Filipino girls going at almost dog 
trot with four-foot-high burdens juggled 
atop their heads — and no hands! 
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filled with 
exotic fruits I’d never heard of before. 

Houses built on top of each other 
in the jam-packed refugee sections of 
Kowloon. 


Dingy vegetable stalls 


Sputniks from Peiping 


But my eyes were opened, too, at 
how much the people of the Far East 
resemble us. 


We share the same universal thirst 
for knowledge. 


We wear the same ugly face of sin. 


We both need desperately the same 
Gospel. We see its wonderful effects 
on those who believe it: our seminary 
and congregations in Tokyo; the con- 
secration of our Chinese Christians in 
Synod’s schools and churches in Hong 
Kong; the loyalty of our fellow Chris- 
tians in Manila and the other cities of 
the Philippines. 

But a terrible new religion — or 
rather a lack of religion — pounds at 
the portals, sweeping down from Red 
China to the gateway of Hong Kong. 


My eyes were opened in this fantas- 
tic place to the urgency facing the 
Christian churches. The great new 
challenge to “preach the Gospel to 
every creature.” 


Either that, or — it seemed to me — 
multitudes of earthbound, human sput- 
niks from Peiping, the commissars of 
Red China, would capture this strange, 
terrible, beautiful, most populous part 
of the earth. 


© More Important Than Science 


The treasury of everlastings will 
outlive the top stories of 1958 
and all of earth’s remaining years 


Sputnik, Little Rock, labor investigations, H-bomb 
tests, and the upsurge in teen-age crime made the five 
top news stories of 1957, reports the American Institute 
of Public Opinion. And the pressure points dramatized 
in those five stories will harass the nation in 1958. 


Sputnik I and II triggered a scientific revolution 
with which the U.S. cannot cope simply by performing 
a few astronautical tricks; it will mean added taxes, 
sweat, and sacrifice. 


Little Rock portends more taut emotions and hard- 
headed resistance to racial integration until the Supreme 
Court ruling gains nationwide acceptance. 


The labor probe foreshadows collisions of manage- 
ment and unionized workers. 


H-bomb tests will no doubt give way to fantastically 
expensive missile experiments. 

To stem the rise in juvenile lawlessness, homes and 
communities may be called to take preventive and 
remedial action. 

While nations jockey for power and domestic em- 
phases swirl like snowflakes in a January blizzard, the 
church of God will exert a stabilizing influence. 


The community of believers in Christ offers earth’s 
inhabitants a treasury of everlastings: the Father without 
beginning or end, the Son who is the same yesterday and 
today and forever, and the eternal Spirit; the Word that 
will never pass away, truth that is never out of date; 
the Kingdom that outlasts crowns, Kremlins, and coali- 
tions; the endless life in the continuing city, where 
perfect peace forever reigns. 


Throughout the next 12 months scientists will be 
searching hazy distances in outer space. This search 
is of vital importance, but it is far more vital, Christ’s 
people will testify, to find Jesus and His salvation. 


Christians will address themselves to labor and race 
relations in the language of love. What is more, they 
will love in deed and in truth. Their love will bare 
itself to prejudice and hatred in the spirit of the Savior, 
even if love brings shame and hurt. 


The church in 1958 will minister to its young people. 
They are not only the church and the citizenry of 
tomorrow. They are also members of Christ’s body 
and constituents of the nation — today. Christian youth 
work compels the congregation’s encouragement and full 
support. 


January 1, 1958, introducing more than a new 
calendar year, marked the turn of the first year in a new 
era, the Age of Space. In this age every minute counts, 
for mankind now possesses the instruments to obliterate 
nations. 

Racing against the clock of Judgment is serious 
business. This cannot be the time to preserve the status 
quo or to drift. This must be the time for the church 
and all its members to serve God and man with un- 
reserved earnestness and unrestrained energy. 

Trifles and trimmings, daydreaming and do-nothing- 
ness, wandering and wavering have no place in the 
Space Age of precision and production. 
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WITNESS 


e One from Every Family 


Non-Christians in the Orient 
make America mission target 


“T am thinking of asking every Muslim family in my 
community to dedicate one member of their family for 


the service of Islam.” This statement by a leader of — 


a modern Mohammedan sect in Pakistan was reported 
to the National Council of the Churches of Christ at 
their December meeting in St. Louis. 


“We need men,” he is quoted as saying, “to take 


it upon themselves to spread in the world and preach 


the message of Islam everywhere.” 

“Do you think,” he told his Muslim community, 
“that if you pay contributions here, the people in America 
will become Muslims themselves? It is not possible. 
The number of missionaries who are already in the field 
is not enough.” 

“The only way,” he added, “of perpetuating this 
work of the propagation of Islam” is for every family 
to dedicate one member to be a Muslim missionary. 

Sounds like the apostle Paul: “How shall they hear 
without a preacher?” Stimulated by the spirit of national- 
ism, non-Christian religions in the Orient are adopting 
Christian missionary methods to gain adherents for their 
soul-destroying beliefs. 

How many families in the Missouri Synod can say 
they dedicated at least one of their members to Kingdom 
work — pastor, teacher, deaconess, doctor, nurse, lay 
worker — or contributed the equivalent? What a mighty 
missionary force such a group could be! 


e Is It Wrong to Dance? 


From two widely separated points 
of view comes the same answer 


There was in a certain city a student who stood up 
and tempted his Bible-class teacher, saying, “Is it wrong 
to dance?” 

Calmly and frankly the instructor pointed out that 
dancing itself — rhythmic motion to music — can pro- 
vide wholesome enjoyment, or dancing can arouse bodily 
appetites and lead to unchastity. 

“The question involves more than dancing,” he said. 
“The right and wrong of it depends on the person who 
is dancing, with whom he is dancing, where they are 
dancing, how they are dancing, and what happens after 
the dance.” 

“Any activity that excites sensual desires — at home 
on the beach, in an automobile —is most certainly 
wrong,” he continued. “Our church witnesses against 
all forms of dancing which bring men and women to- 
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gether promiscuously in an intimate embrace. This 
arouses sinful cravings which the pure in heart are 
“to curb and keep under subjection.” 

“Our God-given impulses for reproducing life are 
not to be toyed with,” the teacher emphasized; “they 
are to be reserved for the intimacy of the marriage 

union.” 

In the discussion that followed, some of the students 
took sharp issue with their instructor. “Evil thoughts 
and desires never even occur to us while we are dancing,” 

_ they protested. “The people who made the church rules 
about dancing have an evil imagination. They just don’t 
“want to see that we can have good, clean fun when 
‘we go to a dance.” 

In the discussion that followed the class discussion, 

most of the students agreed that the church’s stand on 
‘dancing was unreasonable and old-fogyish. 


And it came to pass in the same city that a syndicated 
_ newspaper feature published a letter from a woman who 
‘signed herself “Loves to Dance.” 
_ “My problem is with men,” she wrote. “They all 
like to dance close, and I hate to dance close to men 
TI have no serious intentions with. Some men use dancing 
as an excuse to get close to you, and the way some of 
them dance, I could slap their faces. 


|_oose 


Is Controversy Bad? 


Many religious persons have a dread of controversy, 

and wish truth to be stated without any reference to 

those who hold the opposing errors. Controversy and 

a bad spirit are in their estimation synonymous terms, 

and strenuously to oppose what is wrong is considered 
as contrary to Christian meekness. 


Those who hold this opinion seem to overlook what 
every page of the New Testament lays before us. In all 
the history of our Lord Jesus Christ, we never find Him 
out of controversy. From the moment He entered on 
the discharge of His office in the synagog of Nazareth 
till He expired on the cross, it was an uninterrupted 
scene of controversy. 


Nor did He, with all the heavenly meekness which 
in Him shone so brightly, treat truth and error with- 
out a reference to those who held them, or study to 
avoid giving the proper appellation to those corruptions 
in doctrine or practice that endangered the interests of 
immortal souls. His censures were not confined to doc- 
trines, but included the abettors of false principles them- 
selves. — Quoted in “My Church” from the Christian 
Beacon. 


JANUARY 14, 1958 


“T see other girls dancing real close with men they 
never saw before in their life. Is there something wrong 
with the way I think? Please straighten me out. Maybe 
I am too fussy?” 


_ And the author of the column — she has a following 
from coast to coast — answered: “You've got the right 
idea! Don’t lose your head while you use your feet.” 


From two widely separated points of view comes 
substantially the same answer._Any type of dancing that 
involves a close embrace — not proper on a sofa or 
a park bench — cannot be sanctioned. 


© Are They “Dues”? 


Many people refer to their 
church offerings as “dues” 


Many Christians have entered this new year of grace 
with some definite resolutions. Is one of these the 
determination to be a better steward of your earthly 
possessions? 


Some people refer to their church contributions as 
“dues.” That is Scriptural. The support of God’s work 
is not a matter of whim or choice, but duty. You are 
an ower, not an owner. The Lord does not ask you 
for a donation, but for that which is His. One who fails 
to pay his dues neglects his duty and robs God. 

Contributions for church are more than dues, how- 
ever. God’s people gladly bring Him offerings from the 
compulsion of love and gratitude. Weekly offerings are 
the outpouring of a believing heart and a grateful spirit, 
not a matter-of-fact business transaction. 

When a Christian’s contribution expresses heartfelt 
thanksgiving to the Lord, He blesses both gift and 
giver. 


Leaves 


The Value of Appreciation 


One day after business hours a Christian merchant 
sat at his desk in a mood of deep depression. He was 
a faithful Christian worker, yet could see but few 
encouraging. results of his labors. 

As he despondently looked over his desk, he no- 
ticed a letter which he had forgotten to open. It was 
from a young man who had worked in the merchant’s 
store but had later settled in the West. 

The young man, now in business for himself, thanked 
his former employer for his kindness and, in particular, 
for having been a pattern, not only in business, but also 
in religion. 

He at all times had set the youth a good example 
in honest business practice and religious zeal; and so 
by imitating his former master the writer was succeeding 
in his business and finding rich reward in all his church 
activities. 

After the merchant had read the letter, a new light 
shone in his face, and he went home cheerful, thanking 
God for the encouragement given him. — Mount Cal- 
vary, Watonga, Okla., bulletin, in Oklahoma District 
Edition. 


11 


VALPARAISO 
UNIVERSITY 


Prepares students for lives of intellectual 
and spiritual integrity 


Dean of Students Luther P. . 
sels two students on an 
problem. 


Towering above any edi 
the Lutheran university in ] 
bolizing Gospel centrality in 


A fundamental thesis R 
and true learning are insef 
spiritual, social, and acader 
of intellectual and spiritual 
the nation is a monumenta} 


At Valparaiso the spin 
conjunction with the presen 
and the humanities. 


To keep abreast of sc 


Chapel-Auditorium, now being constructed 


Students concentrate on a lecture presented by Richard W. Schei- 
mann, professor in the department of philosophy. 


hy z 
F 


President O. P. Kretzmann congratulates a 
graduate at 1957 commencement exercises. 


he campus of Valparaiso University — 
looms the Chapel-Auditorium, sym- 
es of the students. 


ian educators holds that Christianity 
True education must encompass the 
To prepare 2,400 students for lives 
ly in-the church, the community, and 
n ideal for which to strive. 


ritage of the church is preserved in 
f new learning in the natural sciences 


advances, Valparaiso physicists have 


biology lab. 


Youth leadership trainees explain Walther League symbol to 
new league members at Faith Memorial mission near Chester- 
ton, Ind. 


Crusaders’ basketball team reaches for a vic- 
tory at a home game in the university gym- 
nasium. 


received nuclear materials from the Atomic Energy Commission and are 
constructing a nuclear reactor for experimentation in radioactivity. 


The light that filters through the chapel’s stained-glass windows also 
reflects in classroom and laboratory, dormitory and meeting room, for 
“in Thy light shall we see light.” 


At Valparaiso the eternal light of Christ pervades the study of religion 
and philosophy, art and history, law and engineering, the stage of the 
campus Little Theater and the floor of the basketball court. The light is 
reflected by Valparaiso graduates in the operating room, in parochial and 
public schools, in city halls, and in parish work. 


Valparaiso is dedicated to send out into the world Christian men and 
women to lead Christian lives under the discipline of the Cross. 


Walter R. Schur, M. D., Oxford, Mass. (Val- 
paraiso, 1931—1934), president-elect of Val- 
paraiso Alumni Association and LLL Zone 
officer, examines a patient. 


Dr. Carl H. Krekeler checks results of an experiment in freshman 


Synod’s Church Extension Fund Keports 


During 1957 Synod’s general Church 
Extension Board approved loans to 16 
Districts and three synodical mission 
boards to aid 134 stations. These loans 
totaled $3,827,155. 


This lending program for church and 
school construction was possible be- 
cause individuals, organizations, Dis- 
tricts, and colleges last year invested 
$3,447,930.73 in Synod’s Church Ex- 
tension Fund. In 1957 1,827 individ- 
uals availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to invest in the fund. 


These deposits of savings and in- 
vestments lent to the church, paying 
a good rate of interest in return, helped 
extend God’s kingdom through Synod’s 
mission expansion program. Adequate 
reserves are maintained, so that re- 
quests for withdrawals can be serviced 
immediately. 


Requests from Districts and synodi- 
cal mission boards totaled $4,578,310 
last year, but not all requests could 
be granted. 


To meet the unfulfilled applications 
and those anticipated during 1958, the 


so 


Church Extension Board urges the peo- 
ple of Synod to use God’s Bank as 
their depository for their savings and 
investments. The challenge and op- 
portunity to expand and extend the 
outreach of the church throughout the 
U.S. and Canada will be met only if 
participation by individuals and organi- 
zations will be expanded with loans. 


Synod’s Church Extension Fund 
makes loans to Districts for a period 
of 10 years. As the money is repaid, 
it is made available again to Districts 
for new missions. The revolving fund 
continually aids mission expansion. 


Last year recorded substantial in- 
creases in church and parish school 
construction programs. Factors con- 
tributing to the increase of parish con- 
struction were (1) opening and estab- 
lishing new mission and preaching 
stations; (2) erection of new and 
larger churches and schools for well- 
established congregations; (3) additions 
to existing buildings for expanded serv- 
ice to the parish; (4) erection of sec- 
ond and third units in a planned par- 
ish program of expansion. 


Collinsville Sunday School 
Helps Board for the Blind 


Blind boy receives Braille Gospels 


14 


When Synod’s Board for Mis- 
sions to the Blind sent the four 
Gospels in Braille to Dennis Bloom- 
quist of Holy Cross Sunday School, 
Collinsville, Ill., the sighted Sunday 
school pupils sent a $25 check to 
the board. 

Dennis 9, blind since birth, 
attends the Illinois Sight-saving 
School in Jacksonville, Ill. His two 
brothers have normal vision. 

The picture shows Rev. Walter 
A. Raedeke, left, pastor of Holy 
Cross Church and President of the 
Southern Illinois District, present- 
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Much of the financing for parish 
construction is handled by local congre- 
gational committees with local lending 
agencies. In addition to the local financ- 
ing programs, each of Synod’s 32 North 
American Districts has its own Church 
Extension Fund to aid new missions 
and congregations with their initial 
building. 


Many of the District Church Exten- 
sion funds do not have sufficient means 
to provide adequate aid for the expand- 
ing mission program within their area. 
For this reason Synod has also main- 
tained a general Church Extension 
Fund to help Districts that cannot com- 
pletely support their own mission ex- 
pansion. The most frequent requests 
to the general Church Extension Board 
come from Districts with numerically 
small Lutheran populations along the 
coastal regions of the United States and 
Canada. 


For convenient application blanks 
write to The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod, Church Extension Depart- 
ment, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, 
Missouri. 


ing a volume of the Braille New 
Testament to Dennis; his mother, 
Mrs. Carl M. Bloomquist, a mem- 
ber of Holy Cross; and Erwin Fed- 
der, superintendent of the Sunday 
school. 

Synod’s Board for Missions to. 
the Blind welcomes the opportunity 
to assist others in obtaining re- 
ligious material for the oe in 
their congregation. 

Address letters to Rev. Walter 
H. Storm, executive secretary of 
the board, 3482 East Blvd., ere 
land 4, Ohio. 
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Synod’s Board of Directors Report 


Since many congregations are using 
agencies outside the church to help 
taise funds, Synod’s Board of Direc- 
tors at its December meeting consid- 
ered the appointment of a special fund- 
Taising agency, called for by the Saint 
Paul Convention. 


It is expected that congregations 
using the service would pay for it, 
so that there would be no additional 
expense to Synod. 


x *k 


To reduce Synod’s synodical expen- 
ditures, the Board voted to survey all 


conferences planned by Synod’s de- 
partments for the next few years and 
to co-ordinate the conferences wher- 
ever possible in order to eliminate un- 
necessary meetings, which bring District 
men together at considerable expense. 


ae A 


The Board granted $3,000 for capi- 
tal investment in a school for mission- 
aries’ children in Sapporo, Japan. With 
only five Missouri Synod missionaries 
now in that region, it seemed imprac- 
tical to start a school for such a small 
nucleus. 


From Sapporo came the proposal to 
open a school in September 1958 for 
children of all American missionaries 
in the area and to divide expenses 
equally among denominations repre- 
sented in the school. 


Children would receive instruction in 
religion from various missionaries of 
corresponding denominations. 


RK 


The Board agreed to give support to 
Synod’s churches in California cur- 
rently fighting proposed legislation to 
tax parochial school property. 


“You Need Only Tell...” 


“You need only tell our people, and 


they will respond,” the sainted Dr. 
Franz Pieper was wont to say. Very 


true. If the formula is carried out, it 
will produce results. Christians are 
eager and willing to do the Lord’s work. 


St. Paul realized the importance of 
imparting information. At the Holy 


-Ghost’s direction Barnabas and Paul 


were sent from the Antioch congrega- 


‘tion to work among the Gentiles and 
‘in Asia Minor, where they organized 


many congregations. These ambassa- 
dors for Christ were privileged to wit- 
ness the marvelous power of the Gos- 


pel. The Lord blessed their ministry 
most wonderfully. 


Apostles Report 
After Paul and Barnabas returned 


“to Antioch, we read in Acts 14:27: 


mewhen they .. . 


had gathered the 
church together, they rehearsed all that 
God had done with them, and how He 
had opened the door of faith unto the 
Gentiles.” 


Again, when Paul and Barnabas re- 
ported to the meeting of the church 
in Jerusalem, Acts 15:12, “then all the 
multitude kept silence and gave audi- 
ence to Barnabas and Paul, declaring 
what miracles and wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles by them.” 


On his final journey to Jerusalem 
the apostle reported again, Acts 21: 
17-20: “When we were come to Jeru- 
salem, the brethren received us gladly. 
And the day following, Paul went in 
with us unto James, and all the elders 
were present. And when he had saluted 
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them, he declared particularly what 
things God had wrought among the 
Gentiles by his ministry. And when 
they heard it, they glorified the Lord.” 


Informed Church 


The dissemination of information 
about the work the church is doing 
today is a difficult problem. Sending 
out information about the Gospel min- 
istry is urgently necessary. Only when 
people are informed can you expect 
them to be interested in and excited 
about the work in Christ’s kingdom. 


If I do not know that my church 
is preaching the wonderful message of 
redemption through the precious blood 
of Christ — the message of certain sal- 
vation by faith in the Savior who died 
that we might live — preaching in 
countries like India, New Guinea, the 
Philippines, Formosa, Hong Kong, 
Japan, the Latin American countries, 
how can I pray for the Gospel minis- 
try, speak about it, work for it, and 
bring my offerings for it? Surely this 
holds true for every member of the 
church. 


What can be done to inform all our 
people? This is a question with which 
especially the Department of Steward- 
ship and Missionary Education has 
been wrestling. The topic is emphasized 
at our synodical conventions. 


The Vice-Presidents and I seek to 
present it at District conventions. Of 
course, only the pastor and a lay dele- 
gate representing each congregation 
attend these conventions and hear the 
presentation. The men report in various 
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meetings of the home congregation. 
Even with all these efforts, we do not 
reach all our people. There is much 
more that needs to be done. 


Visual aids excellently impart in- 
formation. Departments of Synod have 
produced a number of graphic film- 
strips and missionary films. These are 
available to all our congregations. Re- 
ports given me indicate that by far not 
all our congregations are using these 
aids. 


Has your congregation used them? . 
If not, you are missing a good oppor- 
tunity to acquaint your people with 
the mission work of our church in 
North America and in foreign countries. 
I am sure that the story of mission 
work would warm the hearts of our 
people for the Savior’s cause. I am 
sure also that this is precisely what 
you want. 


Epiphany and Missions 


The Epiphany season is an excellent 
time to emphasize the cause of mis- 
sions and to follow up the emphasis 
with a congregational evening when 
one or more of the interesting films 
can be shown. 


Such a meeting will mean that you 
publicize it in your congregation and 
that you urge every member to attend. 
A mere announcement will not suffice. 
The meeting will require real effort, 
but it will be very much worthwhile. 
Will you not try it? 

JoHN W. BEHNKEN 
President 
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_ A Sure Word of Prophecy 


2 Peter 1:19: “We have also a more 
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed... .” 


This column will introduce the reader 


to some of the significant statements of 


the Old Testament prophets which 
speak to problems of our day. The 
writings of the prophets are Tich store- 
houses of Biblical truth. 

The prophetic books of the Old Tes- 
-tament are similar in nature to the 
_ Epistles of the New Testament. As the 


Gospels enjoy more popular appeal 


_ than the Epistles of the New Testament, 
so the historical writings of the Old 


Testament are, as a rule, better known. 


than the prophetic writings. Historic 
characters like David and Solomon are 


more familiar to the average Christian 
than such representative prophets as 


_ Amos and Zephaniah. 
_ Who were the Hebrew prophets? 
They were the appointed ministers of 


God before the coming of Christ. They 


were not, as some have claimed, fanat- 
ics swept off their feet by a frenzied 
fit of ecstasy. They were sober men 
who brought the Word of God to 
bear upon critical issues of their time. 

The prophets ministered to people 
who were just as complacent and self- 
sufficient as many of our contempo- 
raries, people who acted as though 
there were no God and paid no atten- 
tion to His holy will. 

Confronted by the same social evils 


that have reached into our own time, 


Jehovah’s spokesmen noted how greedy 
men took advantage of their fellows; 
watched unscrupulous leaders in busi- 
ness, politics, and professional life tram- 
ple upon those under them; saw the un- 
_ fortunate and helpless deprived of their 
rights. 


The prophets pointed out that there — 


was a deeper meaning in the events 
happening before the people’s eyes, 
that God was speaking to men through 
history, that God’s great redemptive acts 
were evidences of His mercy. 


The prophets of the Old Testament 
_ prophesied of God’s coming, as Judge © 


_and Deliverer, through His Messiah and 
Servant, to condemn those who rejected 
Him, but to deliver those who received 
His promises. These spokesmen of the 
Lord have much to say to our genera- 


ton. ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Character of Christian Worship 


To worship God is the foremost duty 
of Christians. It is also the most blessed 
privilege children of God enjoy. We 
share this duty and privilege with all 
the heavenly host. This worship of 
God will never end. It will continue 
forever. 

Even now, while still in this world, 
we are permitted to join the Church 
Triumphant in worshiping God with 
ceaseless praise. Even now our worship 
may reflect that heaven and earth are 
full of the glory of the Lord. Together 
with the glorious company of the apos- 
tles and the goodly fellowship of the 
prophets, together with all angels, the 
heavens, and all the powers therein we 
sing to God the mighty Te Deum Lau- 
damus and the overpowering Sanctus of 
our glorious liturgies. 


Law and Gospel in Worship 


In Old Testament times, God’s chil- 
dren were exhorted to dedicate their 
lives to the worship and praise of God. 
We read Psalm 99:5: “Exalt ye the 
Lord, our God, and worship at His 
footstool; for He is holy.” In Psalm 95, 
the Venite of our beautiful Order of 
Matins, the psalmist stresses that man’s 
worship of God is to be conducted in 
a spirit of deep humility; he says: “Oh, 
come, let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the Lord, our 
Maker.” 


These two passages indicate, on the 
one hand, that man’s worship of God 
is to express man’s lowliness as a crea- 
ture and sinner; on the other, that God 
is sovereign as the holy God and as the 
omnipotent Creator of heaven and 
earth. In his worship, man is to plead 
guilty as a sinner and exalt his Lord 
for the forgiveness he receives and the 
privileges he enjoys as a member of 
God’s chosen generation. In our serv- 
ices of worship both Law and Gos- 
pel are proclaimed; in these services of 
the church both condemnation and re- 
demption are declared. 


True Worship Is Trinitarian 


Who is this God, whom we are in 
duty bound to worship? It is He who 
said: “I am the Lord; that is My name; 
and My glory will I not give to another, 
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‘neither My praise to graven images” 


(Is. 42:8). That this God is the one 
true God also of the New Testament is 
attested to by none other than Jesus 
Christ, who, at the time of His tempta- 
tion in the wilderness, said to Satan: 
“It is written: Thou shalt worship the 
Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt 
thou serve” (Matt. 4:10). 

This God is triune, three distinct 
Persons in one divine Being: the Father, 
whom we address in the Lord’s Prayer; 
the Son, Jesus Christ Himself, whom all 
should honor, even as they honor the 
Father (John 5:23); the Holy Ghost, 
the Spirit of Truth, who, according to 
the Nicene Creed, “‘proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is wor- 
shiped and glorified.” In short, wor- 
ship is truthful and effective only when 
it acknowledges and glorifies the Tri- 
une God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. 


The great theme of all true Christian 
worship is set forth in the ever-present 
and recurrent Gloria Patri of our mean- 
ingful liturgies: 

Glory be to the Father and to the 

Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 


In substance this Gloria Patri is a 
doxology, a chant of praise. We may 
say also, of course, that a doxology is 
substantially the same as a Gloria Patri. 


Worship Is Praise 


Lutheran worship is distinctly Trini- 
tarian and doxological in character and 
expression. The precious doctrine of 
the Trinity, which is the Christian doc- 
trine of God, courses its way through 
the entire order of worship. This testi- 
fies to the fact that Lutherans worship 
the one true God and Him only. 

However, since our worship is at the 
same time also doxological, the Lu- 
theran Church praises and glorifies God 
and Him alone in her services of wor- 
ship. This Trinitarian accent gives Lu- 
theran worship its integrity and makes 
it not merely religious, but distinctly 
Christian. WALTER E. Buszin 
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@ Membership assessments Scriptural? 
e@ Correct wording of Third Commandment? 


@ Grape juice in Holy Communion? 


What’ the 
ANSWER ? 


Question: Has a congregation 
the right to raise special 

bn funds by assessing its mem- 
‘bers equally? Is each member in 
duty bound to pay such assessments? 


Answer: In democratic organizations 
such as our churches the normal pro- 
cedure in matters neither commanded 
nor forbidden by God is twofold: 
(1) A matter is thoroughly discussed, 
each eligible member having the right 
to express himself for or against it; 
(2) after the vote has been taken, the 
minority abides by the decision of the 
majority. That belongs to the good 
order of which St. Paul speaks in 1 Cor. 
14:40. Unless this course is followed, 
the harmony and progress of the con- 
gregation will be seriously impeded. 
By voting to levy an assessment 
against its members, however, a con- 
gregation is not acting in conformity 
with Scriptural principles. The Biblical 
method of raising church funds is by 
voluntary offerings which are “accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not” (2 Cor. 
8:12). It is not compatible with Chris- 
tian love if a congregation seeks to 
compel a younger member with a 
sizable family to contribute the same 
amount as a well-to-do man or woman 
with no dependents. All children of 
God should give as the Lord has pros- 
pered them. (1 Cor. 16:2) 
_ The only compulsion a church may 
employ is the compulsion of love, 
urging members to give for the Lord’s 
sake. 
A church may suggest and encourage 
a minimum amount to help meet a 
given need. But a congregation must 
not seek to force or shame its member- 
ship into contributing such amounts. 
Forced contributions lose the character 
of a sweet-smelling savor that emanates 
from an offering of love (Eph. 5:2). 
God-pleasing offerings are cheerfully 
given. (2 Cor. 9:7) 
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Let the churches shun every pro- 
cedure that is not evangelical, but let 
the members so graciously and gen- 
erously assume their rightful share of 
the burden that there will be no thought 
of adopting legalistic measures to sup- 


ply the church’s needs. 

tament Sabbath day has been 
i abolished, why does our Cat- 

echism teach our children “Remem- 

ber the Sabbath day, to keep it holy’? 


Question: Since the Old Tes- 


Answer: This question presents a 
problem. If we use the Old Testament 
wording as you quoted it, we must face 
the fact that there is no Sabbath day 
in the New Testament (Rom. 14:5, 6; 
Col. 2:16, 17). Why should we and 
our children be taught to remember 
something which is no longer in effect? 
On the other hand, if we returned to 
the wording in our former Catechism, 
we would be using a version which is 
doctrinally sound, but which is not 
found in the Bible. It would be the 
only Commandment with a wording 
not found in the Bible. 

This matter came before the 1950 
convention of Synod. After consider- 
able discussion it was resolved to fol- 
low the committee’s recommendation 
and to retain the Old Testament word- 
ing (Ex. 20:8) because it “is the Scrip- 
tural wording and is advantageous 
primarily in instructing adults” and be- 
cause “Luther’s explanation itself ex- 
plains the New Testament understand- 
ing of the Third Commandment.” 

In either case a thorough explana- 
tion must be made to young and old, 
and the use of the Exodus wording lets 
it be known to all that we are well 
aware of the original, but now repealed, 
Sabbath Law. In the New Testament it 
is the privilege of God’s children to 
make their own arrangements concern- 
ing public worship. (See Romans 14 
and Colossians 2 above) 


(17) 


Question: If a cured alco- 

holic hesitates to partake of 

wt Holy Communion for fear of 

relapsing into his former ways, what 

arrangements would be made or what 
advice would be given? 


Answer: Specialists who have dealt 
with this problem tell us that such fear 
is unfounded and that the wine can be 
given to a cured alcoholic without 
danger. It depends largely upon the 
attitude of the individual, whether he 
is taking wine for physical enjoyment 
or, in this case, as a part of his wor- 
ship. In the latter case, it is held, there 
would be no temptation for him. 

We would refuse to let the use of un- 
fermented grape juice be the normal 
procedure in our Communion services. 
At the institution of the Sacrament the 
Lord used fermented wine; the Chris- 
tian Church has used it for 19 centuries, 
and serious doubts might be raised in 
many minds as to the Sacrament’s 
validity if such a change were made. 
Yet we would not hesitate to use pure 
grape juice in the case of an alcoholic 
if he could not free himself from his 
fear of relapsing and if he assures us 
that the substitution of grape juice 
would raise no doubts in his mind 
about the validity of the Sacrament. 
If he entertained such doubts, we 
would not commune him (Rom. 
14:23). In such cases we would rather 
restrict our ministry to Gospel coun- 
seling until he overcame his doubts. 

Our procedure would be based on 
the conviction that also unfermented 
but pure grape juice qualifies as “fruit 
of the vine” (Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:25; 
Luke 22:18). Our normal procedure 
will always be to use fermented wine. 
Nor would we be dissuaded from this 
practice by the claims of those who 
hold that the use of alcoholic beverages 
is in itself sinful. The fact that Jesus 
used wine takes care of this problem 
beyond any doubt. O. E. SoHN 
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New Dimensions Fund Drive 


Begun by Walther League 


$225,000 Goal Set by Youth 


During this month, Walther Leaguers 
begin their drive to raise a New Dimen- 
sions Fund of $225,000. Leaguers are 
prepared to tell the story of a growing 
synodical youth population to their 
fellow youth in the congregation. 


Delegates to the international con- 
vention in Oklahoma last summer estab- 
lished the fund to meet the challenge 
of a youth organization which hopes to 
have 125,000 members by 1960 and 
a possible 175,000 by 1965. 


The fund will be used for the fol- 
lowing purposes: 


1. To set up an effective communica- 
tions program for all young peo- 
ple of Synod. This includes a re- 
vamping and enlarging of the 
Walther League Messenger, with 
the possibility of making it avail- 
able to every young person in 
Synod. 


2. To provide more and better tools 
for leaders and counselors of 
youth in our congregations. These 
tools will consist of books, visual 
aids, and other materials which 
will help youth workers to under- 
stand Christian youth problems. 


3. To develop materials for leaguers 
that will lead to greater service 


| $225000 A 
new diMensions 
Fund 


and dedication to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. New films, tracts, and 
booklets will give the leaguer a 
better understanding of himself 
and the cause of the church. This 
is part of the “depth training” 
which the league seeks to inten- 
sify. 


4. To serve in a better way the 
ever-increasing number of older, 
more experienced senior leaguers. 
In the past two years the number 
of leaguers past high school age 
has increased. The need to de- 
velop program guidelines and 
materials for their use is urgent. 
In the coming years, it is antici- 
pated, the number of senior lea- 
guers may jump to 50,000. 


5. To expand the staff and facilities 
at Walther League headquarters. 
At present the number of full- 
time workers in the league is 
smaller than it was when the or- 
ganization listed only 2,500 socie- 
ties. Today there are 4,300 socie- 
ties, with the prospect of 5,000 
societies not too distant. 


This New Dimensions Fund is a 
youth project. The young people of 
our Synod know that their program is 
Synod’s program for young people. 


They want to support it themselves. 
They are aware of the challenge of a 
growing, expanding church. They are 
prepared to meet this challenge. 


Synod’s young people hope the adults 
of the church will give its youth pray- 
erful assistance to gather this $225,000, 
which will be used to help our young 
people grow in Christ for church and 
home. A. P. K. 


Leadership Training Given 
To 15,770 Youths in Synod 


Special leadership training has been 
given to 15,770 young people in Synod 
since Lutheran Service Volunteer 
Schools were started in 1944, Synod’s 
five-man Board for Young People’s 
Work reported at its December meet- 


ing. 


Last summer 2,254 registered for 54 
LSV schools; 104 participated in four 
schools held especially for advanced 
students. 


Three Youth Workers Conferences 
last year drew an attendance of 135 
lay youth counselors, parish school 
teachers, and pastors. These confer- 
ences, begun in 1948, have trained 816 
men and women. 


Cosponsoring Walther League activ- 
ities, the Board for Young People’s 
Work stated that last summer 17 cara- 
vaning teams of three young people 
each visited 242 congregations by in- 
vitation to spark interest and offer sug- 
gestions on parish youth programs. 
Next summer 25 caravan teams will 
continue the visitations. 


<4 Melvin Piepenbrink, left, interna- 
tional treasurer, and President Carl 
Heladt. 


v Ben Jorns, Executive Board mem- 
ber, displays “The Uniting Word,” 
a daily Bible reading and devo- 
tional guide for leaguers. 
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1960 Census to Omit 


Question on Religion 


The 1960 U.S. population census 
will not include a question on religious 
affiliation, Robert W. Burgess, director 
of the Census Bureau, announced. Rea- 
son: “A considerable number of per- 
sons would be reluctant to answer such 
a question in the census where a reply 
is mandatory,” he said. 

A number of national Protestant and 
Jewish groups strongly opposed the 
census inquiry “What is your religion?” 
on the grounds that it would violate the 

separation of church and state and 
constitute a grave invasion of privacy. 

Some religious groups favored the 
questions as a means of securing valua- 
ble statistical information. 


Paris Catholic Students 
Strike for More Aid 


Students at the Catholic University 
in Paris, France, joined youths from 
state schools and colleges in a 24-hour 
strike for more federal aid to schools, 
salary increases to teachers, and addi- 
tional classrooms. 

The Catholic Students Association, 
_however, opposed a demand by the Na- 
tional Union of French Students that 
federal aid be based on school examina- 
tion results. 

Under present French law, church 
schools receive indirect aid for students 
‘up to 14. Catholics claim this assist- 
ance is insufficient. 

The Catholic students urged that pro- 
‘visions for church-operated schools be 
made in the educational reform plan 
“now being considered by the French 
government. Catholics object to the 
plan because it deals only with state-run 
educational institutions. Roman Catho- 
lic schools enroll 1,700,000 students — 
about one fifth of France’s total. 

Priests and laymen who teach in 
Catholic schools at Lille recently staged 
a similar strike to protest what the 
Roman teachers call the “inadequate 
provision for education in the national 
budget” and the reform plan. 


Careless Driving — a Sin 


Many churchmen of all denomina- 
tions have taken the lead in labeling 
careless driving a sin, Gov. Abraham 
Ribicoff of Connecticut told 400 traffic 
safety officials from 48 states at a meet- 
ing in Washington, D.C. 

“The National Safety Council has 
taken cognizance of this moral trend 
by adding a religious department to the 
council’s organization,” the governor 
stated. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. Initial letters 


stating and supporting a particular issue may run up to 750 words. 


The Editors re- 


serve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. Letters in reply 
to an issue raised in Pro and Con will, as a rule, be limited to 300 words and re- 
stricted to one phase of the subject. The debates will be terminated at the discretion 


of the Editors. 


Pro and Con will not supplant the ‘“‘Letters’” page. 


Airing Opinions Is Democratic 


I regret that the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
doesn’t allow its readers more “Letters.” 
We Lutherans claim to be democratic 
in our church government. We send 
laymen to our synodical meetings. In 
our congregations, decisions are made 
by the voting members. Why, then, 
shouldn’t our laymen (and women) 
write more to the WITNESS? 

Of course, the editors should reserve 
the right to reject letters unfit for publi- 


cation. But the magazine should present 
opinions not held by the editors them- 
selves. Here would be a chance to 
air private views, especially on matters 
of minor importance, and to give other 
readers a chance to reply. 

If we would preserve our church 
democracy, we should give members of 
Synod every opportunity and encour- 
agement to express themselves. 


Brighton, Colo. W. F. HILLER 


Enrollment of Non-Lutheran Pupils 


In the September 24 issue of the 
WITNEss there is the excellent article 
“The Best for God’s Children.” It is 
a well-written presentation, but there 
is a double reference to a policy I do 
not understand: there is a deploring of 
what is called the enrollment of “in- 
ordinately large numbers of non-Lu- 
theran children.” 

This I do not understand. I wonder 
when it would be possible to have too 
many non-Lutheran children in our 
school. In the school of Our Redeemer 
Church here at Honolulu, two thirds of 


Laymen or Pastors for 


Recent issues of the WITNEss have 
been carrying: (1) articles on the criti- 
cal shortage of pastors and teachers, 
and (2) announcements of the selection 
of pastors and teachers for administra- 
tive positions within Synod. While the 
subjects have never been related, it 
cannot be denied that one has a bear- 
ing on the other. In the light of this, 
members of the church are asking: 


1. Is Synod practicing good steward- 
ship of funds when the church spends 
thousands of dollars to educate each 
pastor and teacher, only to place them 
in administrative positions for which 
they have little or no training or ex- 
perience? 

2. Is there not an inconsistency in 
Synod’s policies when, on the one hand, 
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the children are from non-Lutheran 
homes, more than one third of the 
children totally unchurched. 

This has been a fertile mission field 
for us — in fact, an altogether essential 
means for reaching the Oriental child 
and his parents. We don’t know how it 
would be possible for us to have too 
many of this kind of children. 

Let’s make our schools real mission 
agencies by taking as many “other” 
children as possible! 


(REv.) W. A. SCHROEDER 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Administrative Positions? 


it decries the shortage of qualified pas- 
tors and teachers and, on the other 
hand, takes men out of those profes- 
sions for administrative positions? 


3. Our pastors are trained almost 
exclusively in theology; how, then, can 
they be expected to become efficient 
financial managers or business admin- 
istrators? 


4. How can a business-trained lay- 
man heed his Biblical admonition to 
stewardship when most administrative 
positions within Synod are filled from 
the ranks’ of pastors and teachers? 

This letter is the direct result of dis- 
cussions by groups of laymen who 
would appreciate a reply through the 
columns of the WITNEss. 


Elgin, Ill. F. W. KETTNER, SR. 
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“Mary, Pray For Us”? 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


«¢Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 
is with thee, blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners, now and at 
the hour of our death. Amen. » 


“Prayers of the Rosary,’ p.19, in Fatima... 
Mary’s Peace Plan from Heaven, No. 41, K. of C., 
Religious Information Bureau, St. Louis. [Italics 
in the original] 


<<It is [Roman] Catholic belief that 
in Heaven Mary intercedes with God, 
with her Divine Son, Jesus Christ, for 
all those for whom He died. That 
means everyone. ... We already have 
pointed out that much of the hostility 
toward the practice of praying to Mary 
arises from the unfounded belief that 
prayers should be addressed to God 
alone. » 


“The Prayers of Mary Help Everyone,” p. 38 in 
Yes . . . the Mother of God WILL Help You, 
No. 24, K. of C., Religious Information Bureau. 


Only once in the New Testament 
are we told that the Virgin Mary 
brought a request to Jesus, during 
His life here on earth, for someone 
else. That was at the wedding of 
Cana, and then Jesus told her: 
“O woman, what have you to do 
with Me? My hour is not yet come” 
(John 2:4, RSV). Yet “the prayers 
of the Rosary,” when said com- 
pletely, call for no fewer than 53 
“Hail Mary’s.” It is not necessary 
to go “through Mary to Christ.” 

Roman Catholics will say over 
and over that Jesus is our Interces- 
sor, or Mediator, our Redeemer. 
However, they want to have Mary 
associated with Him in heaven, of- 
fering intercessions to Him, belong- 
ing to “the picture of the Redemp- 
tion and its fulfillment.” In spite of 
all protests, this is taking from 
Christ honor that belongs to Him. 

Then, too, we must stay with the 
Scriptures. The repeated plea of the 
New Testament that prayers be 
made in the name of Jesus rules out 
all prayers made to someone else 
or directed to Him through some- 
one else. We must seek God’s 
glory; the Father is glorified in the 
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Comment 


The Bible Says: 


4 O Thou that hearest prayer, unto 
Thee shall all flesh come. Ps. 65:2. 


™§ Seek the Lord and His strength, 
seek His face continually. 1 Chron. 
16:11. 


# He shall call upon Me [God], and 
I will answer him; I will be with him 
in trouble; I will deliver him and honor 
Himes eto 


4 Whatsoever ye shall ask in My 
[Jesus’] name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
ye shall ask anything in My name, 
I will do it. John 14:13, 14. 


4 Doubtless Thou art our Father, 
though Abraham be ignorant of us and 
Israel acknowledge us not; Thou, 
O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; 
Thy name is from everlasting. Is. 
63:16. fe 


Son. Our prayers are to be directed 
to Him — directed to Him directly. 
God’s Spirit teaches us to pray 
“Abba, Father,” not “Hail, Mary.” 

Scripture tells us, too, that the 
answers to our prayers come from 
God. The eternal Lord, who made 
heaven and earth, with the Son, the 
Redeemer of mankind, and the 
Spirit, who also intercedes for us, 
gives answer to prayer; “we receive 
from Him whatever we ask” (1 John 
3:22, RSV). The Bible does not say 
that we should have “recourse to 
them [the saints] for their prayers 
as an aid and assistance in obtaining 
benefits from God through His 
Son.” The only aid the Bible knows 
for an answer to prayer is that given 
by the blessed name of Jesus. 

God is dishonored, His plain word 
is disregarded, and doubt is cast on 
His promise to hear our prayers in 
Jesus’ name by invoking the saints 
to intercede for us. By this the Scrip- 
tures are set aside. “Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart” (Prov. 
3:5). The belief that prayers should 
be addressed to God alone is 
grounded firmly in the Scriptures. 
Car S. MEYER 
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Superintendents’ 
Conference 
Accents Supervision 


Practical problems and methods of 
supervision of Sunday schools, of Sun- 
day school institutes, of Christian day 
schools through the principal, and the 
importance and activity of the local 
board of Christian education were dis- 
cussed at the conference of District 
superintendents of education at their an- 
nual meeting in St. Louis December 10 
to 12. 

“The need for greater participation 
of the entire priesthood of all believers 
in the program for Christian growth 
and their guidance by trained leaders 
loomed as the church’s major need and 
the theme for the conference,” reported 


Herman F. Miller of Buffalo, Secretary 


of Parish Education for the Eastern 
District. 

The conference commemorated the 
Teacher Training Centennial by ex- 
pressing gratitude for God’s benedic- 


tions on the humble beginning in Fort 


Wayne and the expansion of Synod’s 
system of teacher training. The adopted 
resolution also pleaded for the con- 
tinued extension of teacher training in 
the future through recruitment of grow- 
ing numbers of students to meet the 
needs of schools throughout Synod. 
The resolution expressed gratitude for 
the “army of well-trained Lutheran 
teachers placed in the field these hun- 
dred years” and for “their daily spir- 
itual ministration to countless numbers 
of children and for valuable services” 
providing the church with a “well- 


indoctrinated laity and an abundance of 


consecrated public servants,” exerting 
a “profound influence upon the doc- 
trinal and confessional solidarity of 
our Church.” 

Under the chairmanship of Arnold 
C. Erxleben, Topeka, Kans., the con- 
ference heard Dr. Gilbert A. Thiele of 
St. Louis speak on “The Priesthood of 
Believers as It Relates to Christian Ed- 
ucation”; Leonard J. Dierker, St. Louis, 
“Supervision Through the Principal”; 
Mr. Erxleben, “Consultations with 
Teachers”; Dr. William A, Kramer, 
St. Louis, “Guidelines for School Vis- 
its’; Rev. Edgar J. Mundinger, Saint 
Louis, “Training Effective Youth Coun- 
selors”; Rev. Erich F. Brauer, Milwau- 
kee, “Supervision Through Sunday 
School Superintendents and _ Staffs”; 
Dr. Arthur E. Wittmer, New York, 
“The Relationship Between District 
Boards of Parish Education and High 
School Associations”; Rev. Carl F. Nitz, 
Portland, “Supervision Through the 
Local Board of Education with Con- 
sideration of the Total Parish Program.” 
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List of Early Teacher 
Graduates Compiled 
According to Schools 


The record of Synod’s early -teacher 
graduates testifies to the foresight God 
gave the church’s founders “to look 
after the training of reliable, ‘well-indoc- 
trinated Lutheran teachers,” according 
meer. A. C, Stellhorn, Secretary of 

Schools. 


His list, compiled to provide a per- 
‘Manent record and to commemorate 
‘one hundred years of separate teacher 
training, includes the following -grad- 
uates: 


Fort Wayne Pastor-Teacher Seminary 
1846—57 


Joh. G. Wolff, °46; Casper Ulrich, 
Joh. Pinkepank, Andreas Zagel, °48; 
Joh, Seitz, Julius Koch, ’49; Joh. Kaep- 
meer, 50; Fr: Schachameyer, °52; E. 
Kundinger, Otto Ernst, 53; H. Wedel, 
Seni Luecke, 543°C. H. Kirsch, 255i: 
G. Brandstettner, +56, (e Matthes, OWA 


St. Louis Pastor-Teacher Seminary 
1850—63 


Johann A. Becker, Aug. C. ee 
Ferdinand Fischer. 


__ Milwaukee Teachers Seniitrary 

. 1855—57 

_ Franz Bodemer, ’55; Louis Definer, 
‘Peter Nickel, ’56; Carl Mueller, 57. 


port Wayne Teachers Seminary 
1857—64 


1857: Herman Albrecht, Heinrich 

W. Bewie, G. Michael Beyer, E. A. Eg- 
gers, Johann Paul Emrich, F. Fathauer, 
‘Benjamin Feiertag, Traugott Glaser, 
Franz Haertel, H. Bertram Kohlstock, 
-F. Krumsieg, Caspar Nagel, J. Geo. 
WNuechterlein, Johann Georg Roecker, 
J. F. August Winter, G. Th. Zacharias. 

1860: H. W. Griebel, Karl Herpols- 

‘heimer, Heinrich Wilhelm Hoppe, Her- 
‘man E. Reifert, Georg Steuber, Wil- 
helm Friedrich Wilk. 

- 1861: Gottfried Bartelt, H. W. 
Brakesuehler, Dietrich R. Hoelscher. 

1862: Samuel Garbisch, J. Leonhardt 
‘Gruber, Joseph Gruber, Daniel Linde- 
mann, H. A. S. Lossner, J. F. Moeller, 
Friedrich Rix, George Seitz. 

1863: Adam Oswald Gertenbach, 
August Krome, J. H. Philip Mueller, 
Louis Steinbach, Johann H. Ungemach, 
Georg Wambsganss. 

tse: J. L. Backhaus, Ernst H. 
Dress, Heinrich F. Hoelter, Johann G. 
Kurz, Heinrich Lankenau, Michael 
Pump, Johann Riebling, Johann H. W. 
Wegner, G. Adolf Weisel, August W. 
F. Wilde, Carl Ludwig Zitzlaff. 
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Books 


One .in Christ. By K. E. Skydsgaard. 
Translated by Axel C. Kildegaard. 
reliance Press. 220 pages. Cloth. 
4.00. 


Dr.:K. E. Skydsgaard, a Lutheran:theo- 
logian' and professor at the ‘University of 
Copenhagen, believes that an. Evangelical 


Christian (especially a Lutheran). ought 


to understand Roman Catholic doctrine 
better than he does and that a Roman 
Catholic should understand Evangelical 
Christianity (especially Lutheranism) bet- 
ter than he does. Both of them; as he 
expresses it, should “see something of the 
yes’ which binds them together... ‘and the 
‘no’ which..separates them.” 


Scripture and tradition, the doctrine of 
the church, faith and’grace, the means of 
grace and the worship of the church, the 
saints and the Virgin Mary, are discussed. 
The author finds much to which both 
parties can say “yes.” He is too careful 
a scholar and too good a theologian to 
make that “yes” a “yes” when it ought 
to be a “no.” His “noes” are soft-spoken, 
but spoken with a firmness that recognizes 
wide. differences. CarL S.. MEYER 


The New Ordeal of Christianity. By Paul 
Hutchinson. Association Press. .128 
pages. Cloth. $2.50. 


Dr. Hutchinson, the late editor of the 
Christian Century, surveys. the Christian 
churches in the world today. He wants 
to show the gravity of the situation they 
are facing. 

He looks at Roman Catholicism and 
finds it on the defensive; its offensive is 
based on the conviction that Communism 
is the church’s greatest enemy. Greek 
Orthodoxy is torn by internal struggles. 
World Protestantism’s insufficiencies in the 
face of secularism and scientism need the 
strength of the ecumenical movement, he 
believes. 


The facile pen of ‘this writer has ~pro- 
duced a sketch that is penetrating, arrest- 
ing reading, and on the whole very accu- 
rate, even though we may not agree with 
all of his conclusions. Cart S. MEYER 


Books for Children 


The following books have been reviewed 
by a committee of the Young People’s 
Literature Board, The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, and are available through 
Concordia Publishing House. 


Lolly Touchberry. By Laura Cooper Ren- 
dina. Little, 1957. 214 pages. $3.00. 
Ages 12—14. 


Lolly, a ninth-grader in a Florida jun- 
ior high, was an attractive, average girl 
who loved sports and excelled in them. 
Although the problems she encounters are 


‘universal’ to all teenagers, deciding what 


is really important to her confuses Lolly. 
Did she want to be popular like Dodie 
Ann Carson, who beat her in the school 
elections and always knew what to say 
to boys? Should Lolly try not to show 
her enthusiasm for sports because Joe 
Prentiss, the star halfback on the high 
school team, with whom Lolly had grown 
up, had told her himself that he didn’t 
like athletic girls? These problems are 
real to Lolly, and to the reader too. The 
action of the story moves rapidly, and 
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the personalities of the characters are por- 
trayed primarily through the choice of 
words in conversation. The mood is set 
with typical teen-age speech. 


Monologues for Boys and Girls. By 
Vernon Howard. Illustrations by 
Margaret Howard. Sterling. 124 
pages. $2.50. Ages 8—13. 


A collection of more than seventy sim- 
ple monologues of all kinds — sentimental 
to hilarious — to be acted in pantomime, 
with quiet gestures, tiny voices, and active 
mimicry. Some may be performed by two 
children or by one acting a dual role. 
None are more than three minutes long. 
This collection is an answer to a teacher’s 
or mother’s request for wholesome enter- 
tainment in a class or any gathering of 
children. Excellent material for parents’ 
nights, scout meetings, or dramatics ex- 
pression in class. Some humor is trite, 
but it will probably be fresh to children. 


Wan-Fu — Ten Thousand Happinesses. By 
Alice M. Huggins and Hugh L. Rob- 


inson. Illus. by Roberta Moynihan. 
Longmans, 1957. 186 pages. $2.75. 
Ages 12—13. 


The story is realistically set in recent 
North China. One-Leg, a fourteen-year- 
old crippled girl, had known nothing but 
extreme poverty since she could remem- 
ber. One-Leg’s father had been a poor 
but happy silversmith before he lost his 
sight, but now he carried One-Leg pick- 
aback through the busy streets to serve 
as his eyes as they begged. On the eve 
of the Mid-autumn Festival, after an un- 
usually good day in the streets, One-Leg’s 
father was killed in an accident, and she 
awoke the next morning in the hospital. 
Here One-Leg made friends with the 
Christians and learned an entirely new 
way of life. This well-told, heart-warm- 
ing story is wound around the theme: 
Wan-Fu’s dream of happiness is found in 
education and a new way of life and not 
in the attainment of riches. When One- 
Leg is offered the opportunity to go to 
school herself, she has surely gained the 
happiness her new name denotes, Wan- 
Fu, ten thousand happinesses. 


Flying Roundup. By Genevieve Torrey 
Eames. Illus. by Lorence F. Bjork- 
lund. Messner, 1957. 190 pages. 
$2.95. Ages 10—12. 


Johnny Shaw didn’t want to forgive 
Vern Cameron for using his plane to 
round up horses so they could be shipped 
to the cannery. When he learned that 
Vern was doing it so that he could earn 
enough money to adopt the three chil- 
dren of his brother, he understood. It was 
Vern who found Johnny’s chestnut colt 
when it ran away and almost lost his life 
doing so. This is the story of a boy’s 
maturing. 


Tropical Rain Forests. By Delia Goetz. 
Illus. by Louis Darling. Morrow, 


1957. 64 pages. $2.50. Ages 8—11. 


Miss Goetz has done a beautiful teach- 
ing job with her new book. It is ac- 
curate, concise, and factual. Concepts are 
simply and scientifically explained. New 
sensations are compared with known ex- 
periences. Her thumbnail descriptions of 
birds, animals, and insects against the 
background of their natural habitats move 
the reader along to a clear, sympathetic 
understanding of life in hot, wet lands. 
The culture of the people, products of the 
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forests, present development, and future 
potentialities are simply portrayed. Louis 
Darling’s green sepia-like drawings create 
a three-dimensional impression. 


Indians of Yesterday. By Marion E. Grid- 
ley. Illus. by Lone Wolf. Donohue, 
1940. 63 pages. $2.50. Ages 11—13. 


An interesting account of the Indians 
of the United States, divided according to 
region. Gives a great deal of informa- 
tion about the customs and ceremonies of 
the different tribes and brings out the 
differences between them. Special features 
are the charts listing the tribes of each 
region, and telling where they lived. 


A Baby for Betsy. By Anne Guy. Illus. 
by Priscilla Pointer. Abingdon, 1957. 
32 pages. $1.25. Ages 5—6. 


Betsy’s wish for a baby sister with yel- 
low curls and blue eyes finally came true 
— doubly true. Adoption processes which 
illustrate that it takes a long time to get 
a baby to love are skillfully interpreted. 
The kindergarten crowd will demand 
many rereadings even after they know 
the surprise ending. The illustrations help 
the “beginning-to-be-independent reader” 
with the harder parts. 


Deaths 


THEODORE L. BLANKEN, May 18, 1881, 
Buckley, IIl., to Dec. 1, 1957, Chicago, 
Ill.; son of Rev. George and Lydia Rabe 
Blanken; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1905; parishes: Big Springs, Nebr.; Dills- 
boro and Cold Springs, Ind.; Strasburg, 
Ill; Hensley Township, IIl.; West Ely, 
Mo.; Chicago, IIl., 1925—37; institutional 
pastor, Bartonville, Ill., 1937—43. Sur- 
vivors: Amanda Wenzlaff Blanken; sons 
Edwin, Alfred, Norbert, Herbert; Eleanor 
Russow and Arthur Beyerfuss. Funeral: 
Dec. 4, Chicago; interment, Chapel Hills 
Memorial Gardens. 


Henry L. F. KOEPCHEN, Jan. 19, 1896, 
Meriden, Conn., to Nov. 27, 1957, Eliza- 
beth, N.J.; son of Rev. F. William and 
Caroline Neebe Koepchen; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1919; parishes: Elizabeth, 
N.J., 1919 until the time of his death. 
Survivors: Edna Krentz Koepchen; son 
Henry; daughter Dorothy Bell. Funeral: 
Nov. 30, Elizabeth, N. J.; interment, 
Graceland Cemetery, Kenilworth, N. J. 


J. GEORGE SPILMAN, Novy. 13, 1875, 
Baltimore, Md., to Dec. 12, 1957, Balti- 
more, Md.; son of Charles and Mary 
Wildermuth Spilman; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1897; parishes: Depew, N. Y.; 
Stratford, Ont., Can.; Plymouth, Mass.; 
Baltimore, Md., 1908 until he retired in 
1946. He was a member of Synod’s Army 
and Navy Board, Eastern Division, during 
World War I; secretary of the Eastern 
District Mission Board, 1915—39; and 
president of the Southeastern District, 
1939—45. Survivors: Augusta Krieger 
Spilman; daughters Ruth, Anna, Agatha 
Kemper, and Marie Meurer. Funeral: 
Dec. 15, Baltimore; interment, Immanuel 
Cemetery, Baltimore. 


Death Notice 


Prof. K. Lorenz, professor emeritus at 
Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., died 
December 25. 
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Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: PASTORS 


Abel, Arnold J., Immanuel, 
by A. C. Kratzke, Dec. 1. 
Abram, William P., Grace, Central Islip, L. I., 
N. Y., by Eugene V. Brueggemann, Nov. 24. 

Bauer, J. A. E., Salem, Chandlerville, Ill., by 
Howard W. Tepker, Nov. 3. 

Boehne, Herbert, Immanuel, Higginsville, Mo., 
by Pres. George W. Wittmer, Nov. 17. 

Boerger, John A., St.Paul, Caro, Mich., by 
Harold F. Krach, Dec. 1. 

Ellermann, Norman C., Prince of Peace, Fre- 
mont, Calif., by Walter Luebkeman, Dec. 1 

Engelhard, August, St. Peter, Randall; Bethle- 
hem, Lincoln, Minn., by Wm. E. Friedrich, 
Dec. 8. 

Hausmann, William, St. John, Harrison, N. J., 
by Howard J. Schoenfeldt, Nov. 24. 

Juengel, Ralph F., missionary at Bethel, Buena 
Plaza, Calif., by Martin W. Wiersig, Nov. 24. 

Kamman, Harold W., St. Paul, Texhoma, Okla., 
by Martin A. Baumann, Dec. 1. 

Kramer, David, St. Luke, Olmsted, Ill, by 
W. T. Janzow, Dec. 8. 

Kreutz, Eugene W., St. Paul, 
Mich., by H. M. Heidenreich, Dec. 1. 

Kuechle, Eugene E., Our Savior, South Had- 
ley, Mass., by Casimir S. David, Nov. 24. 

Kuhl, Howard E., St. John, Port Colborne; 
St. John, Snyder, Ont., Can., by Theodore 
A. Schulze, Dec. 1. 

Kutz, John F., Faith, Hialeah, Fla., by Roy 
E. Guelzow, Nov. 17. 

Luecke, Gerhard L., Good Shepherd, York, Pa., 
by Eduard M. Vajda, Dec. 8. 

Lutz, Walter H., Immanuel, Festus-Crystal 
City, Mo., by W. E. Griesse, Dec. 1. 

Messerschmidt, Frank, St. James (4 NE), Trin- 
ity (3 SW), Clifford, Ont., Can., by Richard 
E. Scholz, Dec. 1. 

Otto, Arthur F., Zion, Hardwick, Minn., by 
Alfred C. Schmalz, Dec. 1. 

Riedel, Fred, Zion, Mayer, Minn., by Henry 
J. Weseloh, Nov. 24. 

Roth, Victor M., Trinity, Waterville, Minn., 
by Edgar H. Eifert, Dec. 1. 

Schultz, Arthur L., St. John, Burt, Iowa, by 
Peter Braner, Nov. 24. 

Schultz, Dale, Trinity, Cortez, 
Arnold F. Meyer, Dec. 1. 

Spannaus, R. E., asst., Redeemer, Elmhurst, 
Ill., by W. A. Setzer, Nov. 28. 

Wittrock, William, Jr., Sherman Oaks, Sher- 
man Oaks, Calif., by H. H. Engelbrecht, 


Albany, Oreg., 


Centerville, 


Colo., by 


Nov. 24. 

Yonker, Melford L., St. John, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis., by Pres. Lloyd H. Goetz, 
Dec. 8. 

Installed: TEAC 


Koch, Cand. Wm., Martin Luther (Central) 


School, Buffalo, N. Y., by G. M. Karkau, 
Sept. 29. 
Papenberg, Walter L., St. John, Rochester, 


Mich., by Walter C. Gerken, Sept. 22. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Horace O. Johnson, formerly pastor of 
the Lutheran Free Church, has applied for 
membership in The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod and requests a colloquy. — Ernst 
H. STAHLKE, President, Minnesota District. 


Rev. H. William Lieske, Salina, Kans., has 
been appointed to serve the unexpired term 
as Visitor for the Herington Circuit (Num- 
ber 6) to succeed Rev. Harold W. Kamman, 
who has accepted a call to another District. — 
W. H. Meyer, President, Kansas District. 


Rev. Carl M. Steging, Canby, Minn., has 
been appointed Visitor of the 3d Circuit, Yel- 
low Bank Conference, Minnesota District, to 
succeed Rev. W. A. Haag, who accepted a call 
to another Circuit. — Ernst H. STAHLKE, Pres- 
ident, Minnesota District. 


Rev. Rudolph Weiser, Worland, Wyo., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit 11, North- 
ern Nebraska District, to succeed Rev. A. 
Crosmer, who has accepted a call to another 
District. — FREDERICK NIEDNER, President, North- 
ern Nebraska District. 


Election Result 


Result of Election at St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo.: Rev. Warren G. Rubel, Fay- 
etteville, Ark., has been called as an associate 
professor to St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 
— O. G. Tieman, Secretary, Board of Control. 
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Nominations for 
Concordia Senior College 


Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Religion 

Rev. Ronald Goerss, Los Angeles, Calif.: 
Bethany, Chicago. 

Rev. Richard Graef, Austin, Tex.: Bethany, 
Chicago. 

Rev. Walter E. Kraemer, Washington, D.C.: 
Zion, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. Eric C. Malte, Ph. D., Pittsburgh, Pa.: 
St. John’s, Bound Brook, N. J. : 

Prof. David Schuller, S. T. M., St. Louis: Beth=- 
any, Chicago. 


Rev. H. F. Werling, M.A., Laramie, Wyo.: 
St. John’s, Garner, Iowa, and St. Luke's, 
St. Louis. 

English 


Rev. Walter E. Kraemer, Washington, D.C.: 


Zion, Fort Wayne, Ind 


nd. 
Luther Kriefall, M. A., Tonasket, Wash.: ° 


Bethany, Chicago. 

Walter Wurthmann, M.A., Bronxville, N. Y.: 
St. John’s, Napoleon, Ohio, and Trinity, 
Ebenezer, N. Y 


Classical Languages 


Rev. Jacob A. O. Preus, 
Minn.: Trinity, Northfield, Minn. 

Rev. Eric C. Malte, Ph. D., Pittsburgh, Pa.: 
St. John’s, Bound Brook, N. J. 

Paul Murphy, Belmont, Mass.: Christ, Bel- 
mont, Mass. 


Prof. Hilton C. Oswald, Watertown, Wis.: Cal-— 


vary, Verona, N. J. 
Rev. William Scar, West Newton, 
Christ, Belmont, Mass. 


Social Sciences 


Ph. D., Mankato, 


Mass.: 


Victor Crawford Heck, Macon, Ga.: Trinity, 


Paso Robles, Calif. 
Rev. Walter Moeller, M.A., Lancaster, Ohio: 
Trinity, Zanesville, Ohio. 
Rev. George S. Robbert, 
Bloomington, Ind.: 


Concordia, Dayton, 


S.T.M., M.A..@ 


Oe and University Church, Bloomington, — 


Prof. Ross P. Scherer, Valparaiso, Ind.: Beth- 
any, Chicago. 

Rev. H. F. Werling, M.A., Laramie, Wyo.: 
St. John’s, Garner, Iowa, and St. Luke’s, 
St. Louis. 

Walter Wurthmann, M.A., Bronxville, N. Y¥.: 
St. John’s, Napoleon, Ohio, 
Ebenezer, N. Y. 


Philosophy 


Prof. W. Lehman, Jr., River Forest BR 
Emanuel, New Haven, Ind. Pee 


Psychology 


Rev. Paul G. Meyer, B.D., M.Ed., Buffalo, 
N. Y.: Immanuel, Braddock, Pa., and Saint 
Matthew’s, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rev. H. F. Werling, M.A., Laramie, Wyo.: 
St. John’s, Garner, Iowa, and St. Luke’s, 


St. Louis. 
Church History 


Paul Murphy, Belmont, Mass.: Christ, Bel- 

2 c= nes . 
ev. illiam Scar, West Newt ER 

Christ, Belmont, Mass. oars 


Resident Counselor 


Rev. Julius Koch, Atkins, Iowa: 

: ee Pat Minn owa: Bethlehem, 
ev. enneth Korby, Medford, Oreg.: - 

= reg ey Fort Wayne, ine Tee ae 
ev. Kennet . Schueler, Laf. ; oe 
Emanuel, New Haven, Ind. aye 

Rev. H. F. Werling, M.A., Laramie, 
St. John’s, Garner, Iowa; St. Luke’s, 
Louis; Bethany, Kaukauna, Wis. 


Additional statements with regard 
qualifications of those who have eed baer 
nated, or objections to nominees with rea- 
sons therefor, should be filed with the under- 
signed three weeks after the appearance of 
this notice. The Board of Electors will meet 
on January 27, 1958, for the purpose of call- 
ing from lists formerly published, and at 
a subsequent meeting, after February 4, 1958, 
the board will use the list printed above. — 


Wyo.: 
Saint 


C. E. Auticx, Secretary, Board 
3425 Crescent, Fort Sh Be Ind. of Control, 


Notices 


A Missouri Synod congregation — - 
theran Church — has been’ organized i ‘the 
city of Winner, S. Dak. Any correspondence 
regarding Missouri Synod Lutherans who have 
moved, or will move, into the Winner area 
will be gladly received by Revs. Walter Klipp 
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and Trinity, — 
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of Chamberlain, S.Dak., and Siegfried Leh- 
mann of Gregory, S. Dak. — Water Kurep, 
Visitor and Pastor in charge. 


’ Advance, Synod’s monthly journal of church 

work, in 1958 will be sent free to all con- 
gregational chairmen, Sunday school super- 
intendents, and chairmen of _ education, 
evangelism, and stewardship committees in 
congregations of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod. Names and addresses of these 
officers, whether re-elected or newly elected, 
Should be submitted at once. 

Advance may be ordered by any individual, 
or by the congregation for its officers, at $2 
per year. When submitting names, please 
state the name of congregation and District. 
Send to Apvance, 210 North Broadway, Saint 
Louis 2, Mo. 


Names and addresses of descendants, per- 
Sonal effects, and correspondence of Prof. 
A. 1 aad a Biewend (1816—1858) are requested 
by Concordia Historical Institute, planning to 
commemorate the centennial of his death. 
— Rev. Auc. R. Suetrtow, Concordia Histori- 
cal Institute, 801 De Mun, St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Wanted 


~20 used choir robes. Will pay shipping 
charges. — Rev. Evererr Gerpes, Grace Lu- 
theran Church, 195 Alvarado Avenue, Pitts- 
burg, Calif. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Aurich, Vernold W., 1434 Woodland Dr., 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Baese, Walter J., Jr., 324 George St., West 
; Chicago, Ill. 
Beversdorf, Frederick M., Box 275, 


Hanceville, Ala. 
1621. Southwest Hailey, 


Biel, Walter F., 
Pendleton, Oreg. 
Buckman, James, 353 Overdale Blvd., Win- 
nipeg 12, Manitoba, Canada 
Degner, G. Waldemar, R. 1, Box 159, Ger- 
__ mantown, Wis. 
Dorn, Oscar H., Box 247, Elgin, Minn. 
' Engelder, Conrad J., 15835 Heyden St., De- 
troit 23, Mich. ‘ 
Friedrich, Henry W., 998 S. W. Chenowith 
Rd., R. 3, The Dalles, Oreg. 
Hellbusch, Herbert H., 
ver 20, Colo. 
Hinz, David W., 2458—2, Suido-cho, 
gaoka-shi, Niigata, Japan ; 
Huber, Roland W., 1015 Box Butte, Alliance, 
Nebr. 
Husfeld, Monroe, 7909 Abigail Ave., Los 
Angeles 45, Calif. 
Jordening, Victor, 706 N. Grant St., Lex- 
__ ington, Nebr. S 
- Lang Marcus T., 1702 Woodard St., Abilene, 


Tex. 
_Luecke, Gerhard L., 135 S. Hartley, 
York, Pa. 
Merklinger, Major Harold A., Area Chap- 
lain (P), Eastern Ontario Area, Kingston, 
: Ont., Canada 
~ Meyer, Rudolph H. C., em., 5648 Morgan- 
ford Rd., St. Louis 16, Mo. — 
Otto, Arthur F., Hardwick, Minn. d 
Puder, William L., 716 W. 18th St., Chicago 
16, Il 


Reinking, Herman J., em., 1236 Huestis Ave., 
_ Fort Wayne, Ind. , 
Riedel, Fred, Mayer, Minn. 
Roehrs, Luther W., 1717 Roosevelt St., 
Wausau, Wis. 
Saeger, Alfred, Sr., R. 2, Ogallala, Nebr. 
Schedler, Donald E., 28 South 10th, Council 
Grove, Kans. f 
Schriever, Henry R., 58 2-Chome, Suidobata 
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Schultz, Arthur L., Box 87, Burt, Iowa 
*Sittmann, Gustav, 4109 Sweet St., Chat- 
tanooga 11, Tenn. 
Wentzel, Chap. (ist Lt.) Ernest F., 97th 
Signal Bn. (Opn), APO 46, New York, 
Ne Y. 


880 Fairfax, Den- 
Na- 


Teachers: 
Bouman, Paul, 815 N. Ridgeland Ave., Oak 
Park, Il. ; 
Brandhorst, Alvin R., 4518 Harris Ave., 


St. Louis 15, Mo. : 
Burron, Douglas S., 1308 Tenth, Beloit, Wis. 
Bussman, Theo. P., Box 1034, Chalmette, La. 
Heinicke, William F., 7401 W. 23d Ave., 

Lakewood 15, Colo. 
ee eeneiets, Pecnard, 3191 S. Evelyn Way, 

Denver 22, Colo. 

Lauterbach, Kermit R., 104 E. Wood St., 

Palatine, Til. 

Lemke, Robert, 240 Moffitt, Seward, Nebr. 
Radewahn, Barer J., 1626 N. 54th St., 

Milwaukee 8, Wis. ; 
Schultz, Laverne, 1064 Fort Park, Lincoln 

Park, Mich. 

- Waldburger, Kenneth, 749 State St., 

Menasha, Wis. 


JANUARY 14, 1958 


Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expréssed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


Hard to Say “Yes” or “No” 


In calling on the Japanese father of one 
of our new VBS pupils, I explained sin 
and forgiveness through faith in Jesus. 
The father kept nodding his head. I asked 
if nodding meant he believed in Jesus. 

“Yes, I believe it,” he said. 

“Then you belong with us.” 

“But I am Buddhist,” he replied. 

This is what I meet so much in Hawaii. 
The Japanese will believe in something in 
the sense that they think there is good in 
all churches. 

I tried to get across to the father the 
idea that faith in Jesus is forsaking all 
hope in everything else. He remained 
friendly, but made no commitments. And 
he was more talkative than most of the 
Japanese are. 

I finished instructing two Japanese 
schoolteachers in their fifties. All along 
they expressed great interest, agreed with 
everything. I kept stressing they should do 
what they believe. After the last lesson 
I asked them if they wished to become 
members of our church, since they believe 
as we do. 

Neither one would give me an answer; 
they acted as if they had not heard. 
They seem to think that no answer is 
better than “No,” not realizing that we 
would rather have an honest “No” than 
no answer at all. 

But I believe the instruction and prayer 
for them was not in vain. We make it 
a practice in our family prayer circles to 
pray regularly that the Holy Spirit will 
touch the hearts of those under instruction. 

(Rev.) NORMAN V. ABBOTT 

Hilo, Hawaii 


The WIiTNEss Nods 


In “Synod’s Confessional Principles” 
(December 3, 1957, WITNEss, pp. 15, 18) 
Dr. Behnken referred to Dr. S. C. East- 
vold of the ELC as the president of the 
Pacific Lutheran Seminary. This was a 
mistake. Dr. Eastvold is the respected and 
revered president of Pacific Lutheran Col- 
lege, Parkland, Wash., of which I am a 
former student. 

The president of Pacific Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary, Berkeley, Calif., is the 
eminent Dr. Charles B. Foelsch of the 
ULCA. 

The error is of little consequence, but 
it should be corrected. The article itself 
was good and has given your non-Missouri 
readers new insights into the confessional 
position of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod. 


Berkeley, Calif. BrRGER A. PEARSON 


“Incorrect Conclusion’? 


It came as a surprise to me to see the 
WitnEss (November 19, 1957, “Should 
Children Attend Church?” p.11) quote 
with apparent approval the statement: 
“God requires church attendance, and so 
do we...” The Old Testament, the Roman 
Catholic Church, and many Protestant 
bodies would agree heartily, but the New 
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Testament and the Lutheran Confessions 
would not, or at least would insist on 
certain explanations. 

Though the conclusion was incorrect, 
the premise is accurate: “because of the 
great and enduring blessings that come 
through public divine worship.” But why 
not leave it at that? Why not “keep on 
fighting” and urging regular attendance 
because it is the very nature of a Chris- 
tian, led by the Holy Spirit, to desire 
fellowship within his congregation, to de- 
sire to worship and praise God, and to feel 
the need of hearing God’s Word of for- 
giveness in Absolution, Scripture, Sermon, 
and Sacrament? 

St. Paul wrote a whole letter because 
certain people were saying, “God requires” 
this and that. Of course, one might try 
to explain the term “require” in line with 
that happy phrase of the Confessions, 
“Good works are necessary, but not for 
salvation.” But would it not be better to 
say with simple and plain words what we 
really mean than to use words which at 
best need explanation, and at worst sound 
like “another Gospel”? 


(PRoF.) CARL GRAESSER, JR. 
Baltimore, Md. 


Eighth Graders Read and Discuss 
WITNESS Articles 


I am writing on behalf of the eighth 
grade class of Hope Lutheran School. 
Yesterday we read and discussed “Uka- 
bade Isua” (December 17, 1957, WITNEss, 
p.8). We feel that this is a truly fine 
article with a wonderful lesson for all 
of us. 

We Christians ought to be very thankful 
for Christmas and what it means to us. 
We should be ready and willing to carry 
out God’s command, to spread the Gospel 
throughout the world. 

Our class enjoys reading the WITNESS 


regularly. JOYCE ZICKLER, Secretary 
St. Louis, Mo. 


News and Pictures 


The WITNESS welcomes photos 
and reports of happenings reflecting 
the Christian faith in action on the 
part of members, congregations, 
Districts, and the church at large. 


Photographs submitted should be 
glossy black-and-white prints, not 
kodachrome. The photography 
should be clear and sharp. All 
photos and people should be iden- 
tified. Penciled identification — not 
ink — should be on the reverse side 
of the photo. 

Interior and exterior pictures of 
churches and buildings should in- 
clude people. Action photos are 
preferred, also groups of no more 
than five or six persons arranged in 
interesting patterns. 

The WITNEss does not pay for 
pictures and manuscripts or guaran- 
tee their safe return. 


Send material to: 

LUTHERAN WITNESS 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 
Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 

St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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CHRIST CAME TO EARTH 
TO DIE ON THE ACCURSED 
TREE — FOR US! 


THE GORSEMANN CRUCIFIX 


Cast in Germany 
by the famous sculptor 
Ernst Gorsemann 


Ernst Gorsemann, prize-winning sculptor of 

many outstanding masterpieces erected in~ 

Europe, has captured in this crucifix the 
climax of our Savior’s redemptive work — 
Christ crucified for the sins of all man- 
kind. 

This beautiful work of art will make © 
an ideal memorial gift of lasting signif- 
icance. Some congregational organiza- 
tion may wish to place the Gorsemann 
crucifix on the altar, in the church nar-_ 
thex, in a day school or Sunday school 

room, or in the pastor’s study. oo | 


Since Gorsemann has cast only a limited 
number, the crucifixes will be sold on:a_ 
first-come, first-served basis. Each represen- — 
tation measures 17 inches high by 15 inches © 
wide. Depth, 434 inches at crossbeam. Made 
of fired clay in warm brown tones. Safe — 
shipment guaranteed. Further information 
will gladly be supplied upon request. 


Lasting 


Priced at one hundred dollars. } 


FOR DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION on fine sterling or silver-plated Communion and 
altar appointments, quality vestments, paraments, choir robes, church furnishings — simply 
address a post card to Ecclesiastical Arts Department in care of the address below. Ask for 
the special ‘‘Concordia Custom Service.”’ 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
ST.LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 
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